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Learn how the Museum Studies Program has launched some 80
graduates into fascinating careers at some of the nation's top museums.

Shining brightly By Eric Smith
Thanks to the University's IMBA program, Wei Chen finds business
success with Sunshine Enterprise.

Buzzer beater

By J.D. Wilson

On the court, he was known as the Little General. Twenty years later,
this former Tiger star is now commanding attention in the classroom.

20 Rapid deployment By Pat Walters
A new technology created by U of M researchers is helping
U.S. Army doctors battle complex injuries caused by war.

Above:
The U of M's College of Communication
and Fine Arts presented Every Which Way,
a concert that featured a variety of
fashionable dance performances by
students, faculty and alumni, in April.
Photograph by Lindsey Lissau
On the cover:
Derrick Rose and the high-flying Tigers
carried Memphis on a dazzling ride through
March Madness. See story on page 4.
Photograph by Lindsey Lissau

251 Notes between two nations
By J.D. Wilson

Lily Afshar, professor of guitar in the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music,
is drawing rave reviews on both sides of the ocean.
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world.

celebrated at the 3rd Annual The Delta — Everything Southern!
symposium on the University of Memphis campus.

The past few months have been a most wonderful time to be associated with the
University of Memphis. From the basketball court to our research labs, our programs are
soaring to new heights.
Congratulations to Coach John Calipari and our Tigers' basketball team for taking
Memphis to the NCAA championship game for only the second time in the Universitys
history. We enjoyed a dazzling ride that showed the nation not only our extraordinaiy
basketball program, but also the many wonderful programs at the University of
Memphis. Calipari, recently named Naismith National Coach of the Year, and t e payers
should be commended for the positive exposure the trip to the Final Four produce or

We are quite excited about this being the third consecutive year
of the DES program," said Dr. Nicholas Gotten, chair of the sympo
sium. "The program has grown in size and complexity, but we feel
that the end result will be outstanding."
Presented by the Friends of the University Libraries, the sym
posium will feature seven presentations by a diverse group of
speakers. The event will kickoff at 8 a.m. in the Fogelman Executive
Conference Center.

the University.
. ,.
U of M researchers are also generating headlines. As you will read about in t is

This year's The Delta — Everything Southern! symposium will explore
life on the Mississippi Delta.

"This year's group of presenters is possibly the best we have assembled," said Gotten. "We will explore the history, people and culture of

edition of The University of Memphis Magazine, biomedical engineering professors

the Delta. There is something for everyone."

Warren Haggard and Joel Bumgardner of the Herff College of Engineering have create
a technology that is designed to offer better care to wounded soldiers in war zones, i
technology, "Fast Pellet," delivers antibiotics to complex and contaminated extremity

Registration for the symposium is $50. This includes admission to the event, lunch, refreshments and free parking. For more information,
including a list of speakers, visit http://exlibris.memphis.edu/delta or call Gotten at 901 /682-9955.

wounds in such a manner that dramatically lessens or even prevents infection. T is
adjunctive therapy eventually will be expanded to benefit members of the civilian
population who have suffered traumatic wounds resulting from automobile acci ens,
MISSION
The University of Memphis is a doctoral degreegranting urban research university committed
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gunshots and other major trauma.
Another one of our professors who is making a difference in the world is Dr.

,
ar

Administrator honored with Holmon Award

Blaha, a professor of behavioral neuroscience in the College of Arts and Sciences.
Blaha's expanded research into Deep Brain Stimulation, a therapy for neurologica
disorders, may significantly ease symptoms of those who suffer from Parkinsons
disease and other similar disabilities. For at least 150,000 patients, Blaha s res^arc^
could mean being relatively free of tremor, uncontrollable twitching, muscle sti ness,
slow movement and pain. Blaha is advancing this technology to also aid those w o

witnessed a multitude of changes. The LPs and EPs that were the
standard during the Golden Era of Radio no longer dominate the
airwaves. No more spinning records — vinyl has fallen victim to digital

suffer from psychiatric disorders.
j
Another of our great ambassadors for the University, Dr. Lily Afshar, recently re it

formats. "Now everything is done on a computer," said Stansbury,

from a trip to her native Iran where she performed several concerts and master c

who hosts a weekly Sunday Gospel show from 4 to 7 p.m. at the

The classical guitarist, also featured in this edition, uses her music to bridge cutu^Qnaj
divides and to bring people closer together. Afshar's work has been featured on a

station.

Public Radio and has not gone unnoticed in Iran, where she has appeared on t ec
of magazines and has been the subject of feature articles in numerous publication
The work of these professors and many others at the University of Memphis is

And though some of the bigger changes at the University of
Memphis were witnessed from afar by Stansbury, it doesn't mean he
hasn't had his hand on some of them in one way or another.
"I would say my biggest moment at the University was coordinat

changing lives for the better. I invite you to visit our Web site, http://www.memp

edu/researchvideo.htm, to watch the exciting research taking place on campus
researchers and graduate students blaze new trails in fields such as nanotec noo
biotechnology and cancer research.

ing the salute to the Memphis State Eight," said Stansbury. "This was
f. . ..
r .
the first time most of them had been back on campus. It was the first

+u

Mar^ Stansbury

(left) is presented the Authur Holmon Lifetime
Achievement Award by Holmon (right).

time that all eight of them had seen each other together as a group since they were here back in 1959."
For his work at the University, Stansbury was presented the Authur S. Holmon Lifetime Achievement Award in February as part of th<
U of M's Black History Month celebration. He has been a special assistant to the Office of the President for 19 years.

Shirley C. Rai
President
SPRING 2008
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son's end, John Calipari became only the second person ever to be

Dream team

named the Naismith Coach of the Year twice.

BY GREG RUSSELL

And, to their credit, the Tigers - at least for a couple of fleeting
moments - did give their fans the feeling of a national champion.

Even in defeat, you had to love 'em. With a 38-2 record and a

If not for an incomprehensible ending that is still just that - plug

dazzling run that ended sadly in the NCAA championship game,

in your own adjective — Memphis would be standing tall with a

they somehow snuck into our hearts, much like Larry Finch, Ronnie

championship trophy.

Robinson, Keith Lee and Penny Hardaway of teams before. This

"I thought we were national champions," said Calipari moments

Memphis squad will be forever embedded in our thoughts. Wel

after the game. So did tens of thousands of fans in San Antonio and

come to our family, Tiger team of 2007-08.

around the world who were watching the game.
"Go ahead and send me that national championship t-shirt," text

A man who had caused so much grief for University of Memphis

messaged Adam Didyk, a former standout distance runner for the

fans years earlier watched with keen interest as first Chris Douglas-

Tigers' cross country team, from his home in Adelaide, Australia,

Roberts then Derek Rose clanked free throws off the rim in the closing

with two minutes remaining.

minutes of the 2008 NCAA title game. Still every bit a legend in the

In the title game, the Tigers appeared to be on cruise control late,

Lone Star State as he was while in college basketball's most famous

leading 60-51 with 2:12 left. Several Jayhawkfans exited the arena;

fraternity, Phi Slama Jama, he knew all too well the pain the Tigers were

Tiger faithful clamorously celebrated. The only question that seemingly

feeling on this night. "Been there, done that," he might have told a

remained was would Douglas-Roberts or Rose grab the MVP trophy.

stunned Tiger nation after watching Memphis' epic collapse in the final

But just like that, the dream ended. A couple of missed free

moments of the NCAA title game, a 75-68 overtime loss to Kansas.

throws, a lazy pass and a 3-point shot by Mario Chalmers with 2.1

Michael Young was a member of the 1983 Houston Cougars'

seconds remaining — try as you may, it is still impossible to erase

team many consider the best of all time. The Cougars, like Mem

- sent the game to overtime, and with Dorsey stuck on the bench

phis, were long, athletic and known for their acrobatic and some

with five fouls, you just had to know what was coming — Kansas

times ridiculous dunks. Houston had a 26-game winning streak, just

scored the first six points of the extra period and never looked back.

like the Tigers of this year, but one other similarity - this one a bit

"Devastating," said Tiger fan Rose Wahlberg as she sat in the

eerie — led to the undoing of both teams.

stands long after the final buzzer. "It came down to mere seconds."

"Our problem was free throws," said Young, now an assistant

Despite the defeat, Memphis had finally shown the nation what

coach for the Cougars. A miss of the front end of a one-and-one

Tiger fans knew all along, that this group was special, a "dream

by freshman point guard Alvin Franklin in the closing minute could

team," as Calipari coined it. The tournament run began in Little Rock

have sealed the game for Houston. A last second shot gave North

with an 87-63 thrashing of Texas-Arlington and then a 77-74 close

Carolina State the win.

call against Mississippi State. A 92-74 blowout of Michigan State

But leave it to a player who helped knock Memphis out of the tour

was followed by an 85-67 dismantling of Texas in Houston that sent

nament in 1983 and 1984 to offer words of comfort to Tiger fans.

Memphis to the Final Four for the third time in the program's history.

"The best team doesn't always win," said Young. "There are so

In the semifinal game in San Antonio, the Tigers routed UCLA to

many things that can factor in."

send Memphis to the championship game.

Like missed free throws.

The script just didn't play out in the end. But like Tiger fan Carole

Whether the Tigers will be remembered as one of college basket

Merritt said as she exited the Alamodome, "We will be back - that is

ball's all-time best is debatable, but there are numbers that strongly

a promise," the future does look exceptionally bright for Memphis.

hint at just that. The Tigers tallied 38 wins on the season, the most

The Tigers received a commitment from highly touted guard

ever by a collegiate team, and were ranked No. 1 for five weeks.

Tyreke Evans, and with a nucleus of Antonio Anderson, Robert

They again marched through C-USA play unscathed and recorded

Dozier, Willie Kemp, Shawn Taggart, Jeff Robinson and Doneal Mack

their third straight 30-plus win season while boasting a 104-10 record

returning, ESPN writer Andy Katz has the Tigers listed at No. 9 on his

during that span. Freshman guard Derrick Rose blossomed into one

2008-09 preseason ranking. And with one of the best coaches in

of the most talented players to ever don a Tiger uniform and certainly

the nation at the helm, who knows, Memphis might just be dancing

the best player at the Final Four. Chris Douglas-Roberts made several

again next March — stay tuned.

All-America squads, and Joey Dorsey was, well, Joey Dorsey. At seaSPRING 2008
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Tigers still No. 1 to fans
April 8 was no ordinary Tuesday. Most Tiger fans probably didn't
feel like getting out of bed after watching the University of Memphis
suffer a 75-68 loss to the University of Kansas in the NCAA champi
Tiger faithful had waited 35 years for another shot at a national
title only to see victory slip away in the closing moments.
"I woke up Tuesday and couldn't think straight," says Andrew
Medlin, a U of M graduate student. "That feeling of shock was still

friends and had a similar reaction as the final seconds ticked away
"My jaw dropped," says Young. "I was in shock, but I guess it just
wasn't meant to be for our team."
Even after the loss, Young and Medlin were proud of the
Memphis squad.
'The Tigers gave a great effort," says Young. "It was a big loss, but

pretty fresh."
Before tip-off, bars and homes were packed with eager fans. They
wore their Memphis gear and painted their faces blue. Tiger fever
had certainly taken over the city. More than 50 percent of all the
television households in the Memphis market were tuned into the

they're still our team. They'll always be No. 1 to me."
Medlin adds, "I'm extremely proud of this group. This was a sea
son to remember."
With time, the frowns from that awful Monday have been
replaced by thoughtful smiles and reflection. Different people have

game.
"On game day, it was hard to focus on anything but the game,"
says Medlin. "I was nervous and excited all at the same time. Then
we're up by nine with two minutes left, and it dawned on me that
Memphis might become the national champion.
That lead evaporated though when Kansas guard Mario Chalmers
tied the game with 2.1 seconds left in regulation, causing Medlin to

6

Freshman Shannon Young watched the game with a group of

and a Tiger defeat went from unthinkable to reality.

onship game.

slump farther and farther into his couch.

"I just put my head in my hands and said, 'Oh no,"' Medlin says.

their own special memories of this season. Maybe it's a Joey Dorsey
dunk or a CDR floater in the lane. Maybe it's the NCAA-record 38
wins or the Tigers' imposing romp to the national championship
game. But there is one thing that all Tiger fans got to share, and
that's the fantastic 23-week journey that led to San Antonio.
- by ID. Wilson

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

BY GREG RUSSELL

Permanent display
A new yet highly successful certification program at the University of Memphis has placed graduates
in the shadow of T. Rex and in the company of Elvis and Monet Read how the Museum Studies Program
has launched some 80 graduates into fascinating careers at some of the nation's top museums.

The Field Museum in Chicago is recognized as one of the
world s great museums — the largest and most complete remains
of a T. Rex dinosaur found on Earth hovers over visitors shortly

tors and administrators. Program directors limit the number of
students to 15 to 20 each cycle.
"We require two internships [because] we want people to have

after they enter the building's front door. Without a map, it can

different kinds of experiences in museums — there are many,

be easy to get lost among the 20 million species that make up the

many kinds of museums and many kinds of jobs in museums,"

museum s biological and anthropological collections. But if one

says Luebbers. "We are very demanding about those internships.

were to dig deep among the excavated items on display, evidence

We're not just turning people loose in institutions; we try to cre

of a highly successful program at the University of Memphis can
be found.

ate an experience that will give the student and the institution
some kind of describable result."

The U of Ms Museum Studies Program, still somewhat in its
infancy stage, has become one of the Mid-South's most successful

The required core-courses, which are taught as seminars, mir
ror that internship exposure. Luebbers says that students receive

certification programs. Graduates such as Rebecca Puckett, an

experience in collections management, museum administration,

assistant urban anthropologist at the Field Museum, are scattered

conservation issues, strategic planning and public outreach,
among other things.

throughout the country. The objects with which alums of the
program come into contact on a daily basis — Monets, Cassatts

"We look at collection policy and the hazards of collecting,"

and Elvis Presley artifacts, for instance — give testament to the
program's rising star power.

elaborates Luebbers. "A collection object comes into a museum

From the beginning of the program, the clear intention was to
encompass a wide variety of museums and collections, including

with the idea that it is held for the public. The museum has the
responsibility to maintain that object.
"We also look at how museums interact with communities. This

art, anthropological, natural historical, among others," says Linda

is where there is a great deal of new thinking. The role of muse

Bennett, an anthropology professor who created the program with

ums has been changing fairly rapidly in the late 20th century

U of M Museum of Art director Leslie Luebbers six years ago.

up until now so that museums have to be more in tune with their
communities."

"We have a very intensive graduate program that includes both
coursework and internships," says Luebbers. "It provides a valu
able boost going into a museum. For the right kind of person, it's
an absolute great cluster of jobs."

The program has worked with the Orange Mound community of
inner Memphis on two projects that mixed both young and elderly
community members with art projects specific to Orange Mound.

The program has proven to be a major hit among students.

Another project, led by Chucalissa Archaeological Museum

Since its inception in Fall 2002, about 80 students have com

director Robert Connolly, introduces area school children to

pleted the 18-hour, two internship requirements of the program to

Native American culture via a trunk that is filled with Indian
artifacts.

dive headfirst into careers as registrars, anthropologists, cura
SPRING 2008
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Luebbers says that museum professionals from around the

the museum on several layers — currently she is also serving as

country are brought in to supplement students learning experi

acting collections director.
"My first week here, I unpacked a Monet — it was beautiful,"

"The different programs offered through a museum can be

of Natural History
Rebecca Puckett comes

important in revitalizing communities in need or just as a way to
reach out to the members of the community — especially those

ences.
"Fortunately for us, Memphis has a very substantial museum

says Taylor. "And we have a Cassatt show coming up. I have

face-to-face with T. Rex each

who would normally not visit museums," says Robertson, who

universe (think Dixon, Brooks and Civil Rights Museum), says

been coordinating the shipping for all of that and the loans. It is

day she enters the Field

received a bachelor's and master's in anthropology at the U of M.

Luebbers. "People have been extremely generous with their time.

so exciting to see it finally come in and go on display."

Museum in Chicago. Yet it is

They are eager to have our students."
Adds Bennett, "We were determined to base the program on

her work outside the museum

ventures while enrolled in the Museum Studies Program. Now

tion efforts and is undertaking a daunting task: cataloguing the

doors that is of great mag

some 1,000 miles away in Pittsfield, Mass., Robertson continues

the needs and focus areas of the various museums and collec

museum's 150,000 items — something that has never been done

nitude. Puckett works as an

her community involvement in the Office of Cultural Development

tions in the Mid-South." She says directors of the major museums

before.

assistant urban anthropolo

and as manager of the Lichtenstein Center of the Arts.

Taylor has also spent some time in acquisitions, conserva

in Memphis were surveyed about what to offer in the courses.

gist for the museums' Center

Elvis Presley
Birthplace Museum

The program draws from think-tanks in anthropology, his
tory, biology, the Division of Public Administration and the

and Change. The Center uses

We all have heard about

Rebecca Puckett

a joint venture between the Colleges of Arts and Sciences and

Elvis' humble beginnings?

Communication and Fine Arts. Other faculty members include

What was it like for Elvis

Dr. Patricia Podzorski, curator of Egyptian Art and Dr. Janann

growing up in Tupelo, Miss.,

Sherman, chair of history.
"These are very good, smart and engaging people," says

in the early 1940s? Where did

Luebbers of the students. "We should be proud as a university

Let's turn to the first gradu

the city," says Puckett, who received a master's in anthropology

sending out people such as these into the professional world.

ate of the Museum Studies

at the U of M in addition to the certification. "We go out into the

So where have they landed? Throw a dart at a map of the

Program, Nora Tucker, for

community and try to put groups together and get them thinking

United States and chances are you will hit an area where a

answers. Tucker works for

about problems along the same lines and sharing resources with
each other."

our own and visit a few of the museums where our alums work. So
strap on your audio set and let's go.

Design 500, a Memphisbased company that sets up,

refurbishes and/or redesigns museums. Design 500 completely
two-room house Elvis grew up in.
"The Presleys attended the Assembly of God Church [in

Our first stop is in the

geek." With a multitude of

and assets of communities in Chicago. Through interviewing

redesigned the Elvis Presley birthplace museum that is in the

Shelburne Museum

consider herself "a museum

identify and catalyze strengths

he get his musical influences?

Nora Tucker

Kelley Morgan likes to

anthropological research to

Graceland, but what about

To get a better feel for the program as a whole, let's take a tour of

Koch Family Children's
Museum of Evansville

for Cultural Understanding

College of Education. It is intended for graduate students and is

graduate of the U of Ms Museum Studies Program has landed.

Robertson took part in the Orange Mound Project and similar

experiences in museums under

residents, Puckett helps communities identify solutions to educa

her belt, she can rightfully

tional, housing, health care and conservation problems.

lay claim to that title. Morgan

"We work to get new partnerships and alliances throughout

Though the Field Museum is known more for its historical
artifacts, Puckett says her Center plays a very important role.
Anthropology is the perfect fit," she says. "You have the pale
ontology side with the dinosaurs while we study humans today."

The Lichtenstein
Center for the Arts

has worked at the Memphis
Pink Palace, Gibson Guitar,
Chucalissa, Mississippi River
Museum at Mud Island and the
Civil Rights Museum before
Kelley Morgan

taking the title of director of

operations at the Koch Family
Children's Museum in Evansville, Ind. The museum seeks to
"spark the curious minds and imaginations of children and their
families through dynamic exhibits, programs and activities."
She came to the Children's Museum because it offered her a

picturesque countryside of

Tupelo] which has a great deal of singing," says Tucker. That

Shelburne, Vermont, where

love of religious music and Gospel music started when he was a

snow drifts get as high as roof

little boy. He got his first guitar from the Tupelo hardware store

Orange Mound in inner-city

phenomenal ride," says Morgan, who received undergraduate and

tops in winter.

that is still there."
Tucker says that before Design 500 went in, the museum was

Memphis, elderly members

graduate anthropology degrees from the U of M. "I have seen it

of the community would tell

from mid-construction through opening attendance numbers that

need a map," says Katherine

basically a big room with bright lights and glass cases housing a

younger members different

has surpassed all expectations and projections. I think at this

Taylor, who went through the

collection of Elvis-related materials owned by one woman. Now

stories about various places

point we all have enough information on the joys and challenges

Museum Studies Program in

the first two-thirds of the museum really tells the story and sets

in the historical community.

of starting an institution to write a book."

2002-03. Who wouldn't — the

the stage of what Tupelo was like when Elvis was a kid

The younger members in turn

Morgan is a great fan of the program.
"I can honestly say that the information I took with me from

"When I first got here, I did

what it

chance at a "start-up" museum.
"This project, which has turned into a museum, has been a

Through a project in

Shelburne Museum houses

was like to be a kid who didn't have much money, a kid who had

would go into the community

150,000 objects in 39 build

this musical influence churning all around him.'

and photograph those areas

the Museum Studies Program has immensely benefited me in my

as a way to learn the history

professional pursuits," says Morgan.

ings including one of the

Katherine Taylor

The last third of the museum, Tucker says, includes a church

finest collections of American

pew and a photo of Elvis competing at a live radio broadcast at

of Orange Mound. The photos

Folk Art, the 1906 steamboat Ticonderoga and works by Degas,

the fair when he was 10 — a competition in which he placed

eventually came together in an

second.
Tucker, who also works as a singing tour guide for Backbeat

exhibit at the University of Memphis.

also obtaining a master's of art history at the U of M. She works

Tours of Memphis, also has had stops at The Fire Museum of

Maria Robertson into a career in museums.

as Shelburne's assistant registrar, but finds herself involved with

Memphis and The Cotton Museum.

Cassatt, Monet and Manet.
Taylor received her museum studies certificate in 2003 while

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Maria Robertson

It is community-based projects such as this one that drew

SPRING 2008

For more information on the U of M's Museum Studies Program,
contact Linda Bennett at lbennett@memphis.edu or Leslie Luebbers
at lluebbrs@memphis.edu.

BY ERIC SMITH

Shining brightly
Thanks to the University's IMBA program, Wei Chen finds business success with Sunshine Enterprise.

Thousands of miles, multiple time zones and a language bar
rier separate Memphis from China, but the seemingly disparate
cultures of the Mid-South and the Far East are united by a supply
chain that spans the divide while fueling the global economy.
And University of Memphis graduate Wei Chen represents one
of the connecting links.
A native of China, Chen earned his International Master's of
Business Administration (IMBA) from the U of M in 1998. After
graduating, he stayed in Memphis and formed a company called
Sunshine Enterprise Inc., a multifaceted, multinational and
multimillion-dollar business that taps into strengths of his first
home and his adopted home — and aims to help both nations

in the classroom. Also, a scholarship without paying the tuition
helps foreign students like me tremendously."
Chen didn't have much money when he came to Memphis, so
being able to concentrate on his studies without worrying about
the cost of school was indispensable. Mindful of the opportunity
the U of M afforded him, Chen immersed himself in his schoolwork and his internship.
His determination and drive caught the eye of Dr. Robert
Taylor, associate professor and chair of the Department of
Management in the U of M's Fogelman College of Business &
Economics. Taylor, who taught Chen in organizational behavior
and human resource management, quickly recognized something

prosper.
"I formed Sunshine Enterprise as I saw there are many oppor

special in the young Chinese scholar.
"Wei Chen was one of the more involved and proactive

tunities conducting businesses between the U.S. and China,

students in our IMBA program," Taylor says. "He seemed to

says Chen, 36. "There are many differences between the two

know early that he wanted to be an entrepreneur and thirsted for

giant countries, like language, culture, cost, etc. Our mission is

knowledge that would help him be successful in that endeavor.

to bridge the differences between the two countries."
Most importantly, Chen hasn't forgotten the university that

And successful he has become, beyond our biggest imagination

helped him forge that mission.

Land of opportunity
Born and raised in Changsha, the capital city of mainland

and possibly far exceeding his own."

Creating values
In 1998, with his IMBA degree in hand, Chen combined his
newly acquired business savvy with international insight and

China's Hunan Province, Chen came to the U.S. in 1996 to

entrepreneurial spirit by creating Sunshine Enterprise. He leased

attend graduate school. With his eye on a degree in international

a small office — at 200 square feet, it was more like a closet

business, Chen zeroed in on the U of M because of its valuable

on Poplar Avenue in Memphis and began exploring ways to foster

internship program and scholarship funds made available to him.

efficient business relations between China and the U.S., two

"For a foreign student, an opportunity to work as an intern in
a big U.S. corporation is huge," Chen says. It offers firsthand

countries growing more and more dependant on each other in an
ever-shrinking world.

experience to learn U.S. corporate culture, which is not available
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accounting, logistics, administration,

The lessons Chen learned at the U of
M proved fruitful. "As I started my own
business in the international business

purchasing, etc. Also, Memphis is easier

own success — and his support hasn't

to fly to than other cities and the airport is

gone unnoticed.

field, the education from the International

not as crowded. The traffic in Memphis is

MBA program was extremely helpful,"

not bad as well, therefore we can be more

he says. "With my internship experience
at an insurance company, I was able to
communicate with employees and custom
ers better."
Through Sunshine Enterprise, Chen

"The thing that I admire most about
Wei Chen is his dedication to the commu

productive. It has big-city advantages and

nity and the University of Memphis from

small-city convenience."

which he graduated," Taylor says. "He

More than anything, Memphis — home

understand U.S. corporate culture and

factors that provided the foundation of his

has become a respected leader within the

to FedEx Corp. and the world's busiest

Chinese community by supporting chari

cargo airport — has emerged as a key

table causes and providing scholarships

player in globalization, in which interna

to worthy students. He has been even

built a network of U.S. and Chinese

tional trade serves as the cornerstone of

more widely recognized with his strong

companies directly involved with manu

a virtually borderless economy. The city's

support of other Memphis community

facturing and logistics, the industries that

diverse logistics sector and its robust

endeavors and very strong support of the

produce the world's goods and ensure

transportation network of air, rail, road

University."

their delivery to destinations everywhere.

and river means that many of the products

With U.S. headquarters in Memphis

made in China pass through the Bluff

and Chinese headquarters in Shenzhen,

City.

as his support of the University's MILE

in the Guangdong Province, Sunshine

China is also working to improve
within.

(Memphis Institute for Leadership

Enterprise acquired privately held com

"China has improved human rights

panies in both countries that would ben

Taylor noted Chen's considerable
donation to the IMBA program, as well

Education) leadership mentoring pro
gram. Taylor says it's Chen's donation of

efit by sharing infrastructural resources

issues tremendously in the last five years;

time to mentor students that shows his

such as warehouses and factories, and

they will continue to improve," Chen says.

true measure.

administrative resources such as account

"As the current toy recall and food safety

"I am extremely proud of his business

ing, procurement, logistics, distribution

issues show, there are challenges on how

accomplishments," Taylor says, "but even

and information technology.

China can improve its product safety regu

more proud of the man and the citizen he

lations and quality standards. The U.S.

has become."

The company's mission statement is
Chen spends a fair amount of time conduct
ing business overseas in China while the
U.S.-based portion of Sunshine Enterprise
is located in Memphis. Chen, who holds an
International Master's of Business from the
U of M, is also an aviation enthusiast.

"Creating values for employees, custom
ers and vendors by bridging the differ
ences between the U.S. and China within
manufacturing."
As its portfolio grew, so did the acco

needs to implement more regulations to
make sure the products meet the standards

Memphis, he travels to China a few times

before they reach U.S. land."

each year for business and to spend time

Giving back
When Chen himself reached the U.S.

lades for Sunshine Enterprise. It was

more than a decade ago, he was single.

recognized as one of the "Fast 50 com

But the U of M helped him in that capac

panies in the state by Business Tennessee
magazine. And Chen won 2006 Executive
of the Year by Business Tennessee and

and Chinese operations in Shenzhen,

ity as well. He met his wife, Isabel (MS

Shanghai, Wuxi and Chenzhou.

'98, PhD '01), while she was a doctoral

Despite his company's expansive

2007 Executive of the Year by the

student in biomedical engineering. Chen

footprint, Chen says the company is com

says Isabel also attended school on schol

mitted to Memphis, where a community

arship, so the couple is doubly thankful

Center of it all

and a college helped cultivate Sunshine

for the U of M's financial aid.

While the honors are nice, Chen quan

Enterprise's rapid growth.

Memphis Business Journal.

tifies success by the jobs and opportu
nities he creates. Sunshine Enterprise

U of M alumnus Wei Chen has turned Sunshine Enterprise Inc. into a multimillion-dollar business
with a mission of bridging the cultural gap between his native China and the United States.

"For her and for me, it was important for

"It is a good location. It is centrally

our careers and our education," Chen says.

located," Chen says. "As the cost of liv

Because of that, Chen decided to give

ing in Memphis is more affordable than

back to the University as soon as his

— including 30 in its Memphis head

other big cities, our company can remain

business started doing well. He commit

quarters — with U.S. subsidiaries in New

competitive by centralizing many corpo

ted to donate scholarship money and hire

York, Los Angeles, Houston and Atlanta,

rate functions in the headquarters, like

interns from the University — the two

now employs 400 people worldwide

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

SPRING 2008

Though Chen lives and works in

reconnecting with his Chinese heritage.
On a recent visit, he and his wife took
their two children — Elizabeth, 4, and
Stephanie, 1 — to experience the Chinese
New Year. And Chen, who says he is
blessed with many good employees and
friends, regularly takes them with him to
enjoy the "hospitality of Chinese culture."
Whenever he journeys back to China,
and whenever he donates time and money
back to the U of M, Wei Chen exemplifies
a simple philosophy that defines his suc
cess as a person and an executive.
"Everyone," he says, "needs to remem
ber where they came from." •jj,

BYJ.D. WILSON

Buzzer beater
On the court, he was known as the Little General.
Twenty years later, this former Tiger star is now commanding attention in the classroom.

Many University of Memphis basketball
fans know the name Andre Turner.

In May, the man known as the Little

a wife and five daughters to care for along

General made one more move at the U of

with a demanding job. But his job kept

Tiger fans know about the 1985

M when he earned a Bachelor of Liberal

him more than 4,600 miles away from the

NCAA Final Four. During that run,

Studies with concentrations in business

university he wanted to attend.

Turner knocked down game-winning

and sociology.

shots against the University of Alabama-

Turner left school in 1986 to pursue a

He then looked to John Calipari, cur
rent head coach of the Tigers.

Birmingham and Boston College in the

professional basketball career after he

Midwest Regional Tournament. He scored

was selected by the Los Angeles Lakers

about going back to get my degree," says

12 points and tossed out 12 assists in

in the third round of the NBA draft. He

Turner. "He told me that they would do

a 63-61 regional final victory over the

spent several years bouncing from team

whatever they needed to help me get

University of Oklahoma.

to team before taking his game to Spain,

back."

Hger fans know his stats. Turner led his
team in assists and steals each of his four

where he's played for the past 16 seasons.

"I had a conversation with Coach Cal

And Calipari was glad to help.

Over the last few years, Turner started

"I am so happy to see that Andre

years. He ranks 11th in points scored,

thinking about the 26 hours of coursework

came back and finished his degree,"

and his 763 assists are still the most ever
by a Tiger.

he needed to complete his degree. Those

says Calipari. "It's even better to see this

unfinished hours reminded him of his

University reach out to former players and

mother and grandmother.

give them the opportunity to complete

They also know about the titles and
awards. The U of M won two Metro

"I had been thinking about going back

their degrees."

Conference championships under the

to school for a while," says Turner. "My

direction of this 5-11 point guard. He won

grandmother and my mom stayed on me

take classes, but Turner found his answer

numerous All-Metro honors, and in 2003,

all the time. They were always very ada

in the U of M's University College, where

Turner was inducted into the University's
Athletic Hall of Fame.

mant about me getting my degree. It was

he could finish his remaining hours

important to them."

online. Tracy Robinson, an academic

The biggest hurdle was finding time to

Now Tiger fans can know Turner as a

Turner, now 43, dealt with many of

graduate of the University of Memphis.

the same challenges others face when

Turner develop a class load that worked

attempting to go back to college. He had

around his schedule.
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adviser in the University College, helped

Net gains

Robinson and Turner worked closely
together to make sure his dream of get

Talk of retiring has been a topic of
conversation lately though. Turner isn't
sure when he'll play his last game, but he

ting his degree became a reality. While
Andre Turner wasn't the only former Tiger who graduated in May. Three other past

Robinson was impressed with Turner's
work ethic, she didn't know much about

players put on their caps and gowns and received theirs degrees from the University of

his past with the University.

Memphis.

"He was a great student," says

"My family says they'll believe it when

Antonio Burkes, Chris Garner and Cedric Henderson are part of a rising trend happen

Robinson. "I'm not from Memphis though,

ing at the U of M — student-athletes finishing their degree requirements.

so I didn't know who he was. Then I got

"With Andre and the others returning to school, a lot of former players have called

an e-mail from a co-worker who recog

and inquired about coming back as well," says head coach John Calipari. "That's great,

nized his name. After that, I realized what

and we want other former student-athletes to do the same."

a big star he had been at Memphis."

Dr. Joe Luckey, director of athletic academic services, has noticed the trend, too.

Turner admitted it took some time to get

According to Luckey, 15 out of 18 seniors have graduated since the 2002-03 senior

back into the groove of doing homework
and studying for tests.
"It had been over 20 years since I took

they see it," says Turner. "It's getting
close to that time though. My oldest
daughter will be graduating next year, and
I definitely want to be around for those
special moments."

Post-game blog
When Turner does decide to retire, he

class. That number can be bumped up to 20 if you add recent graduates Penny Hard-

doesn't necessarily want to hang up his

away, Shyrone Chatman, Marcus Moody, James Harris and Aaron Mulvagh.

sneakers.

I think Coach Cal has just put an emphasis on the word graduation," says Luckey. "It's

a class," says Turner. "I'm just thank

knows the time is coming. And he's OK
with that.

"I absolutely want to work with student-

ful that I was able to do it online. It was

something that's been a conversation with the team, the city, on campus and any envi

athletes," says Turner. "It may be in

difficult at times, but it was something

ronment he can speak to. He has brought up graduation and reiterated the importance

coaching or as a mentor. With my experi

that was going to benefit my future. You

of it."

ence, I think I may be able to offer some

have to just get after it and do whatever it

Luckey and his staff work with current student-athletes and give them the academic

takes."

support they need. With former student-athletes, athletic academic services acts more

Turner serves as a wonderful example
for his daughters, who range in age from
4 to 17. He also gives motivational talks
to children in community centers and
churches.
"I'm always preaching to my daughters

as a liaison. Luckey says that his office does two main things. First, they get the former
Former Tiger standout Andre Turner recently earned a Bachelor of Liberal Studies from the
University of Memphis. Turner has played professional basketball for 22 years. He helped lead
the U of M to the Final Four in 1985. Left, the Little General shoots over a group of Ole Miss
defenders. Right, Turner scores on a fast break for his current team, Spain's CAI Zaragoza. Photos
courtesy of U of M Special Collections (left) and Basket CAI Zaragoza (right).

Turner played for four teams over the

league, the Asociacion de Clubs de
Baloncesto (ACB).

student-athlete in touch with athletics to inquire about any available funding. Second,

advice to student-athletes. I'll just have to
see what opportunities come along."
It would also be OK with Turner if an
opportunity came along in Memphis.
"Memphis is home for me," says

athletic academic services puts the student in touch with the academic department he/

Turner, a graduate of Mitchell High. "It's

she will major in.

where my roots are."

Calipari sees this as a win for the U of M and a win for past players.
He added, "The best thing this does is it sends a message that this University cares

It seems fitting that Turner's basket
ball career took off at the University of

about the importance of education," says

next three years. He never saw significant

Turner. "I talk to them and other groups

action until the 1990-91 season when he

of kids, and I stress that regardless of

played in 70 games for the Philadelphia

outside U.S. borders. He says it was more

down, the U of M will help him take off

how talented you might be, education is

76ers. That season, Turner averaged 5.9

difficult adjusting to the cultural differ

again — this time with a degree in hand.

always something you can use."

points and 4.4 assists per game.

ences than the style of basketball. The

"If the timing hasn't been perfect, it's

language barrier was especially trying.

been awfully close," says Turner. "Things

Knowing Your ACBs
While Turner was drafted by the
Lakers, he never suited up for them. He
was released by Los Angeles and then
picked up by the Boston Celtics, but
appeared in only three games.
"My first experience with the NBA was
kind of a whirlwind," says Turner. "I went
from one week playing with the likes of
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Magic Johnson
to getting released and practicing with
Larry Bird, Kevin McHale and Robert
Parrish. It was like a dream."

The following year, Turner played 70
games for the Washington Bullets, but the
toll of being an NBA journeyman became
too much for him.

This was Turner's first time to travel

"It wasn't difficult; it was impossible,"
says Turner with a chuckle. "I couldn't
speak any Spanish, and there were no

about its own — current and former students."

He said, 'I'll be there to help and correct
you.'"
And slowly Turner picked up the lan
guage. Now he speaks Spanish fluently.

Memphis, and with that career winding

The referees had to adjust some as well
to the style myself and other Americans

have kind of come full circle for me, and

were bringing to the table."

everything came at the right time."

Turner has surpassed 6,000 points,

Even though the end of his playing

1,500 assists and 750 steals over his ACB

days is on the horizon, Turner's story is far

adjust to the Spanish style of basketball.

career, and in 2006, he became only the

from complete.

In fact, teams had to adjust to his style of

second player in league history to play

much effort in learning Spanish at first.

play. In his first season with Orense, he

past the age of 42.

I knew in the USBL (United States

He bought a book and memorized several

averaged 23.1 points, 5 assists and 2.9

Basketball League)," says Turner. "He

phrases, but it wasn't until his third year

told me about this team in Spain that was

that he really took to the language.

steals per game and was named to his first
of six all-star teams.

"The biggest challenge for me was just
changing venues every year," says Turner.
Then came the call.
"One night I got a call from a coach

looking for a point guard."

English-speaking individuals on the team
except a couple of my coaches."
Turner confessed he did not put forth

"During my third season, we had

However, it didn't take Turner long to

"When I first got there, they weren't

Currently he is wrapping up his 22nd
with CAI Zaragoza of the Liga Espanola
de Baloncesto.

used to guys being as aggressive," says

ily, Turner tried out for Coren Orense and

English," says Turner. "His whole thing

Turner. "I picked guys up at 91 feet and

the game as I was when I started," says

was headed to play in Spain's premier

was you've just got to speak and be wrong.

hounded them all the way down the court.

Turner. "I've really been blessed."
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doors for me," says Turner. "My destiny is
still unfolding."

season as a professional basketball player

a player from Spain who also spoke

After discussing the idea with his fam

"My degree will definitely open more

"I'm still just as much in love with

Watch a recent clip of Turner at http://

www. youtube.com/watch7v=oYyrDZZCXak

BY PAT WALTERS

Rapid deployment
A new technology created by U of M researchers
is helping U.S. Army doctors battle complex injuries caused by war.

ress in the area of complex injury care.

are initially cleaned with saline solu

a patient at Fort Sam Houston in Texas

Haggard, attending an Academy meet

tion, but because of the amount of time it

lay on a U.S. Army gurney. A split in the

ing, found out about the availability of

takes to transport a wounded soldier to a

skin over his knee revealed a nasty wound:

grant money and submitted a proposal for

permanent hospital — 24 to 48 hours in

broken shin, muscles bruised and burned,

research.

some cases — wound complications, such

In a dimly lit room the size of a boxcar;

protective membranes shredded. On top of

What Haggard and Bumgardner would

as infection, may arise. Simply cleaning

eventually provide the U.S. Army with

the wound may not in itself remove all the

down at the wound, perplexed. Bacteria

was a delivery mechanism of antibiot

bacteria. Existing bacteria can colonize,

infection had returned to the wound,

ics that resembled the action of an Alka

or new bacteria can be introduced during

though most of the infection had been

Seltzer: drop a rapidly dissolving pellet

transport, re-infecting the wound, similar

eliminated when the wound was cleaned

loaded with antibiotics directly into a sol

to what happened to the patient at the

two days earlier.

dier's complex, contaminated wound. The

U.S. Army Institute of Surgical Research

result? Better management of the wound

at Fort Sam Houston.

all that, it was infected. His doctors stared

When Drs. Warren Haggard and Joel
Bumgardner, biomedical engineer
ing professors in the Herff College

and less loss of limb or even life.
Bumgardner and Haggard had spent

"They can wash out about 90 percent
of the bacteria, but the pellets will get the

of Engineering at the University of

months researching a rapidly resorbing

ones that are hiding," Bumgardner says of

Memphis, went looking for an answer to

controlled delivery technology for use by

the initial cleaning.

a problem plaguing U.S. Army doctors,

the Army to treat these complex contami

Before he came to the University,

one couldn't help but think of the clever

nated extremity wounds. What they cre

Haggard worked at Wright Medical

marketing jingle from the 1950s: "Plop

ated was a local delivery technology they

Technology Inc., maker of Osteoset®-T.

plop, fizz fizz, oh what a relief it is."

named "Fast Pellet."

This product is much like another tech

"What the Army was looking for,"

"It combines a known biomaterial, cal

nology that delivers medicine via a non-

Haggard says, "was a way to improve

cium sulfate, and an antibiotic, amikacin,

degradable bone cement bead that must

their treatment of infection. They were

for early adjunctive therapy to lessen or

eventually be removed from a wound.

looking for a way to decrease the contami

prevent wound infections," says Haggard.

But Wright's Osteoset®-T, in pellet form,

nation in the wound by adding an adjunc

"It is sprinkled directly into the wound —

dissolves. A month after it's placed in a

tive therapy."

we are putting the antibiotic into the local

wound, it's gone. It is used for chronic

environment."

infections.

About two years ago, the American
Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons and

To see the benefit of the Fast Pellet,

Haggard set out to develop a pellet that

the U.S. Army lobbied Congress to fund

one must know what happens in field

would dissolve in less than 24 hours and

research designed to accelerate prog

hospitals in war zones. Wounds to soldiers

would be used for complex contaminated
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Tech talk

wounds. He imagined a pellet that would
break down quickly when placed in a

ing, the surgeon closed the wound. If
everything worked as planned, the wound
would still be clean two days later.

wound, "like an Alka-Seltzer."

Kevin Boggs has been here before.

In Haggard's lab, graduate student
Stephanie Jackson began studying the
contents of a small test tube that was

Forty-two hours after cleaning the

Not, of course, as the director of

wound and placing the pellets in it, the

Technology Transfer and Research

test-subject was examined again. Unlike

Development at the U of M. The

two years earlier when researchers and

Pellets were placed in the water and every

University created that position last

surgeons discovered bacteria had dra

few hours, Jackson would remove and

fall, and Boggs filled it in January. No,

weigh them. At the end of each 48-hour

Boggs was here as a student.

filled with water set at body temperature.

Boggs had already earned a PhD

round, she checked to see how quickly

matically increased, this time a very, very
small number of bacteria were present.
The pellets had dissolved but not before
doing what they were meant to do: kill the

the pellets had dissolved. Sometimes the

in molecular and cellular biology

pellets, roughly the size of aspirins, broke

from the Medical University of South

down too quickly. Other times, too slowly.

Carolina in Charleston when a teacher

bacteria count by one order of magnitude.

suggested he consider a career in

The pellets reduced the count by three

technology transfer. In 2000 he gradu

orders of magnitude. "That's not a hun

ated with an MBA from the University

dred times less," Haggard says, "that's a

of Memphis.

thousand times less bacteria."

"We did dissolution testing to see if
the pellets would dissolve fast enough,"
Haggard says, "and elution testing to see
if they would release this antibiotic over
this short period of time."
From the outside, the pellets don't look

Technology transfer sits at the nexus
of the commercial and academic

very different from other calcium sulfate
pellets, but inside, they're fundamentally

worlds. Boggs has two essential

different. And that's what makes them

duties: To help academics commer

work.
Even though the pellets are made from

cialize their inventions, and to help

calcium sulfate, most calcium sulfate pel

resources at the University. Fulfilling

lets are created by combining the hemihy-

both requires lots of tasks.

businesspeople access the intellectual

drate form of the chemical — commonly

For one thing, Boggs is the point

known as plaster of Paris — with water

man for all new inventions. He

and antibiotic to create a dihydrate anti

encourages researchers to contact him

biotic-loaded pellet. The "Fast Pellet,"
on the other hand, is created by mixing
dihydrate calcium sulfate with an anti
biotic and a sort of cellulose-based glue.
This is the way most pills — vitamins, for

Herff College of Engineering professors Joel Bumgardner (left) and Warren Haggard (right) have
developed a fast-acting dissolvable pellet that can deliver antibiotics to wounded soldiers in war
zones, thus decreasing or eliminating infection.

The technology may eventually have
far-reaching applications.
"While this technology is intended
for the cure of injuries sustained on the
battlefield, this adjunctive therapy may be
applicable to traumatic extremity wounds
sustained by the civilian population
resulting from motorized vehicle acci
dents, gunshot wounds, sports injuries
and natural disasters, like Hurricane
Katrina," says Haggard.
The University's director of Technology
Transfer and Research Development,

that's his favorite part of the job.

Kevin Boggs, has filed a patent for the

'The best thing," Boggs says, "is that I'm one of the first people that a faculty member
will tell about their ideas, outside of their research group, and their families. When an

Fast Pellet.
Haggard and Bumgardner, meanwhile,
have already started work on their next

Then, Boggs works with attorneys to file patents for the inventions. And after that,

Coming up with this formula was a

Simply cleaning the wound reduced the

directly to discuss their ideas. In fact,

idea is starting to work out, whom do they call? Me."

instance — keep their shape.

bacteria and destroy the infection.

project, an improvement to the Fast

team effort. Haggard and Bumgardner

in roughly eight hours, releasing a steady

work, Haggard, Richelsoph and Jackson

he seeks out companies to commercialize them. Eventually, he hopes companies —

Pellet. Again, they're working for the

worked with research associate Kelly

stream of antibiotic along the way. Thus

transported them to the U.S. Army

especially local ones - will come to him.

Army, this time on a two-year grant.

Richelsoph to perfect the pellet.

was born the "Fast Pellet."

Institute of Surgical Research at Fort Sam

ions," Bumgardner explains, "but

water samples that had been used in the

Houston.
There, they met with Army researchers

they're arranged somewhat differently."

elution testing to microbiologist Dr. Harry

and surgeons and watched them repeat

Variations in crystal structure and,
therefore, surface area, allow the pellet to

Courtney at the Veterans Affairs Hospital

the study they had done more than two

in Memphis. Courtney put the water

years before. But this time, after clean

break down at the correct rate.

together with bacteria to see if antibiotics

ing the wound, the surgeon placed 50

in the water would kill the bacteria, which

Fast Pellets inside an animal test subject.

they did. Convinced the pellets would

Then, using staples and wound dress-

"It's the same calcium and sulfate

The team finally settled on a formula
that was workable. The pellets dissolved
22

Haggard and Jackson sent some of the

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Boggs is currently working with researchers in fields like chemistry, biology and bio
medical engineering, among others. He is working with biomedical engineering profes
sors Warren Haggard and Joel Bumgardner to patent their "Fast Pellet" technology.
Even though Boggs is new to technology transfer at the University, he's been in the
field for several years. He acquired most of his expertise as assistant director of technol
ogy transfer at the University of Florida, home to the researchers who, in 1965, came

rial, one that may even aid in the healing
process.
Visit www.memphis.edu/researchvideo.

htm to watch a video about the exciting
research taking place at the University of

up with a formula (Gatorade) to keep football players hydrated.
In technology transfer, that's as good of a place to start as any.

They're investigating a different mate

— by Pat Walters

Memphis.
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Notes between
two nations
UTNE Reader considers her "A whoosh of fresh air in the sometimes fusty classical guitar world."
Global Rhythm Magazine writes "One of the most sublime solo guitar experiences around."
No wonder this U of M professor is drawing rave reviews on both sides of the ocean.
Lily Afshar sat high above the earth in
a jet airliner headed for her hometown of
Tehran, Iran. Resting comfortably in her

and assumed she would come back after

also had issues getting back to America

her sophomore year.

while at an overseas music competition.

As she settled into her second year of

Afshar was set to begin her doctoral

assigned seat, Afshar struck up a conver

college, the Iranian Islamic Revolution

work at Florida State University. She had

sation with a professor of anthropology

of 1979 broke out, and she would not be

received an assistantship and a fellowship

from the University of Tehran.

able to return to her home country for 23

to study guitar.

During the pleasant chat, the professor
occasionally fretted over how much longer

years.
Separated from her family, Afshar

Before classes began, she entered a
music competition in Italy. She was trav

their flight would take before arriving at

focused on her craft, and in 1989 she

eling with her student visa and went to

the Imam Khomeini International Airport.

became the first woman in the world to

have it validated in Rome before return

receive a doctorate in guitar performance.

ing to the U.S.

"How many more hours?" the professor
asked anxiously. "Oh, we have four more
hours."
Afshar, professor of guitar in the
Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music at the

She was able to phone her parents like a

"I showed my visa and Florida State

normal college student, but they did not

acceptance letter to the American con

have normal conversations.

sular officer," says Afshar. "He said, 'No.

"We had to speak in codes," says

You've been in America long enough.'

University of Memphis, responded with a

Afshar. "We had certain words we used

Then he stamped "Denied" on my pass

question of her own.

for certain things that we couldn't talk

port."

"Why are you even counting the time?"
Afshar doesn't worry with travel time
anymore. This would be a quick trip

about."
Sometimes her father would ask, "Did
you receive the books I sent you?" This

for her anyway. She was traveling last

translated to, "Did you get the money I

December to perform at the 2007 Fajr

sent you?"

International Music Festival.
But Afshar does know how long some
journeys can take.
In 1977 she left Iran to attend col
lege in the United States. At the Boston
Conservatory, Afshar discovered a place

Her father had to send money through a

Afshar still had her plane ticket though
and managed to board her flight to New
York.
"In New York, I was interrogated for
many hours at the airport," says Afshar.
"It was very unpleasant, but I went back

family friend. The family feared possible

to Boston and met with an immigration

retribution if it was discovered they were

lawyer."

financially supporting Afshar's study of
music.
Afshar didn't only have to worry about

She spent much of her first year at
Florida State dealing with her visa issues.
"I was a student, but 1 was always in

where she could devote all of her study

not being allowed to continue her studies

danger of being deported for no reason at

to her childhood love — the guitar. She

in the U.S. if she went back to Iran — she

all," says Afshar.

returned to Iran the following summer
SPRING 2008
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"Having to don this scarf on my head in

Her luck changed when she won a com
petition sponsored by Affiliate Artists,

the heat of the summer was a shock," says

allowing her to become an artist-in-

Afshar. During one of her first concerts

"It was very diverse," says Afshar. "The
people are so thirsty for music."
The access to music continues to

cent of the population belongs to recog
nized religious minorities.
Afshar acknowledges that the U.S.

residence. Being employed meant Afshar

in Iran, her rusari slipped and one of her

spread. After one of her performances,

and Iranian governments have seen more

would be eligible for a green card.

ears was exposed. "I was scared I would

Afshar listened to a live radio broadcast

cordial times, but she does not see the

"Affiliate Artists wrote a letter saying

get in trouble. I learned later to just pin

of a concert as she rode by taxi back to

aversion among the Iranian people that is

that they wanted me," says Afshar. "This

the scarf tight with many pins on either

her hotel.

sometimes reported.

letter helped me get my green card, and

side so it would never move."

little by little, my immigration problems
went away."
Several years later, she obtained U.S.
citizenship and was sworn in at The

discontent lighten with each trip home.

concert on the radio really gave me a lot

and just want to be free."

Afshar says she doesn't notice it that

of inspiration about the future of music

She also mentioned that no one has

much anymore.

in Iran. Being broadcast in an Islamic

ever begrudged her for living in the U.S.

republic, that was pretty impressive."

"People are living their normal lives,"

feels like any other trip. Surprises are

Homeward bound

less and less every time. I know what to

Afshar was able to return to Tehran in

expect."

2001 when she received an invitation to

"The people really like the United
States," says Afshar. "They are very open

"It feels normal now," says Afshar. "It

Peabody Hotel in downtown Memphis.

"I forgot I was in the cab," says Afshar.
"I forgot I was in Tehran. Hearing that

However, these shades of death and

And Afshar has seen the Iranian

Afshar has even been featured on the
cover of an Iranian magazine.
"They put me, a woman guitarist, on
the cover," says Afshar. "That says a

says Afshar. "They never say anything
negative to me about living here. In fact,
some say, 'Lucky you.' They have other
things to worry about. They're mostly

perform from the Ministry of Culture and

government loosen national limitations

lot. There are pictures and an entire

thinking about gas prices and how it is

Islamic Guidance. Now, the world-re

over time. At the beginning of the revolu

interview. Of course if I'm on stage or in

rationed."

nowned classical guitarist returns to Iran

tion, all forms of music were severely

a public place, I have to really conduct

If Afshar had it her way, people

at least once a year to give concerts and

restricted. She said that many musi

myself well and do what they say. I'm a

wouldn't ask her about the politics

offer master classes to guitar students.

cal instruments were even destroyed to

guest of the government, so I have to look

between the U.S. and Iran.

Her performances routinely sell out and

prevent people from playing. As time

right."

are followed by long lines of autograph-

passed, the government allowed tradi

seeking fans.

tional Persian music back into the public

On her latest trip, Afshar played at the

square. With more time, other forms of

Fajr International Music Festival for the

music seeped back into Iranian ears. Iran

first time in her career. In its 23rd year,

now has conservatories scattered through

the festival is considered by many to be

out the country.

Iran's most prestigious music festival.
These journeys to Iran have become a
normal affair for Afshar, but this wasn't
always the case. Her first trip back filled

Lily Afshar routinely returns to her native Iran each year to perform and offer master classes.
Afshar is the only Iranian to ever obtain a doctorate in classical guitar. Top left, Afshar poses with
a couple of fans after a concert in Tehran. Top right, Afshar stayed at the Laleh International Hotel
while playing the 2007 Fajr International Music Festival. Bottom left, Afshar signs an autograph.
Bottom right, Afshar prepares moments before a performance at the Niavaran Cultural Center.

her with a gamut of emotion.
"When the wheels of the plane hit the

of peace when she would spend her days

"Here in America, you don't think

ground, it was an incredible feeling," says

painting and practicing guitar. Returning,

about death as much," says Afshar.

Afshar. "Even though I am home here in

Afshar saw slogans and signs painted on

"Everything is happy and bright, but in

America, I'm home over there as well. I

buildings and highways of martyrs from

Iran I was really conscious of how dark

felt like it was something that had been

the Iran-Iraq War.

and gloomy everything had become."

taken away from me without my wanting it
to, and now I had it back."
During her time away from Iran, she

"I had heard and seen some of it on

Afshar also had to adjust her wardrobe.

"Iranians love music, and it is hard
to take that away," says Afshar. "There
are more conservatories now than in the
time of the Shah. They are segregated of
course, men and women, but they teach
Persian instruments."
Restrictions do still exist. The Ministry
of Culture and Islamic Guidance must
approve every album and concert in the
country. Women are not allowed to sing
solo in front of men.

the news, but up close, it was like death

She remembered wearing shorts and skirts

However, music and the people of

was surrounding me," says Afshar. "You

as a child when Iran was under rule of the

Iran are pushing forward, according to

kept up with news through television and

can't really turn your head because it is

Shah. Under the new regime, women are

phone conversations with her family, but

Afshar. The 2007 Fajr Music Festival not

everywhere. Death kind of consumes you

required to cover their heads and wear

only featured traditional Persian music;

seeing in person a country that had been
through a revolution and then a war with
Iraq was an eye-opening experience.
As a child, she recalled pleasant times
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while you are there."
This was a sharp contrast from what she
had become accustomed to while living in
the United States for so many years.

long, loose clothing. Afshar's first trip was
in the midst of summer. In public, she
wore a rusari (headscarf) and a rupush (a

the nine-day festival included Baroque,
folkloric, classical, pop and traditional
Turkish music, among others.

long-sleeved, non-form fitting tunic).
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A musician to the end
Even with the many changes, one thing
has remained constant. Afshar still sees
the same zest and passion for life among
the people she remembers from her youth.
Between performances, her trips to Iran
are typically filled with dinner parties
and other social gatherings. Friends and
relatives are always eager to hear about
her latest news.
"They're happy to see me," says Afshar.
"They're so proud. After my concerts we'll
stay up talking late into the night."
During her latest trip, Afshar visited
some friends she knew from high school.
The gathering was something that might
surprise some Westerners.

"I'm a musician," says Afshar. "The
best thing I can do is give a good message
to the rest of the world through my abili
ties. I've managed to find a way to travel
between both countries and contribute to
both without being involved in politics
because of my music."
Music helped Afshar find a home in
the United States. Music also brought
her back to Iran, and her music connects
people from both cultures.
The traveling can be tiring though.
"All this traveling really makes you
miss home," says Afshar. "Really though,
it's like going from one home to another.
When I travel from Memphis to Iran, both
are my home, and it will always be like
that." £*

"I went to a Christmas party in Tehran,"
says Afshar. "They had Christmas music
and a Christmas tree. They had goose to
eat. It was a lot of fun."
Her friends send their children to one
of the French schools in Iran. While the

Visit https://umdrive.memphis.edu/
lafshor/www/ for more information on

Lily Afshar, including photos, concert
schedules and samples of her music.

country is an Islamic republic, two per
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Don't call Margaret Taylor retired
4

BY GABRIELLE MAXEY

Margaret Taylor ended her 41 -year career as a teacher
and principal in the Memphis City Schools in 1995, but
she's hardly retired. At age 90, she works full time for a
mentoring program at East High School designed to gen
erate excitement for learning and give students the neces
sary tools to graduate and pursue meaningful careers.
Taylor (BS '63, MA '66) retired from Grahamwood
Elementary School 12 years ago after serving as principal
from 1972-96. She quickly returned to school, serving as
substitute principal for six years and supervisor of student
teachers at the University of Memphis for four years.
Under her direction, Grahamwood was designated a
U.S. Department of Education Blue Ribbon School of
Excellence and was named one of the 10 best schools in
the state. Grahamwood was so popular during that time

University of Memphis President Shirley Raines honors long
time teacher Margaret Taylor with a special award. Taylor, 90,
is still active in Memphis City Schools.

that parents would camp out overnight at the Board of
Education just to get to their children spots at the school.
Taylor prefers to share the accolades she earned as

Tutoring is done for an hour after school Monday
through Thursday and three hours on Saturday. East added

an educator. "We had the best faculty, good kids, good,

an eighth period at the end of the day, with only tutoring

supportive parents, and the Board of Education supported

allowed during that time. Athletics, cheerleading, choir and

us," says the lively nonagenarian who wears her hair in a

other activities must wait until after tutoring.

sensible gray bun. Taylor has won a string of personal hon

There are 35 to 40 tutors at East, upperclassmen

ors as well. She was named Educator of the Year by the

recruited from the ranks of honor students. They tutor

University of Memphis Society and Memphis' Outstanding

about 100 scholars. Tutors train three days a week for

Senior Citizen by the Downtown Kiwanis Club.

around an hour and a half and teach six to eight hours

Taylor was tapped for the Peer Power program by

a week. Tutors are paid for the time they train as well as

businessman and benefactor Charles McVean, who

their teaching. "The tutors benefit by the additional training

established the Greater East Foundation in 2004. McVean,

in communication, academic skills and leadership," says

a 1961 East High graduate and former student of Taylor's,

foundation director Bill Sehnert. "They work nine to 12

donated $1 million to the school to pay for extra sup

hours a week, so they don't need to get a job outside of

The U of M Alumni Association recognized the achievements of its alumni

port teachers, building improvements and payments to

school."

and friends at a gala Feb. 29 at The Peabody. G. Douglas "Doug" Edwards

students who make good grades and who tutor other

(BBA 74), Cathy Ross (MBA '82) and William Sanderson (BBA '68, JD '71)

students. Under the pay-for-performance plan, students

other prizes in weekly and six-week grading period team

Scholars and tutors also have a chance to win cash and

were honored as Distinguished Alumni; Larry Papasan was recognized as

make $10 an hour for tutoring math, English and science.

competitions. Teams earn points based on quizzes, tests,

Distinguished Friend; Johanna Edwards (BA '01) was named Outstanding

The students who attend tutoring sessions, called "schol

attendance, and class and conduct grades.

Young Alumna; and Bruce Harber (BPS '91) received the J. Millard Smith

ars," can earn incentives for good grades.

Service to the Association Award. A reception preceded the dinner at the future
Law School Plaza downtown. The event was themed Once in a Blue Moon.

continued on next page

Herff College honors energy executive
as Outstanding Alumnus

• • • continued from previous page

Many students in Memphis City Schools are classified as eco
nomically disadvantaged, says Sehnert. A large number come from

wit. I've seen her laughing at a joke while some friends decades
younger are still scratching their heads."
McVean has similar praise. "'Lady Margaret' taught me eighth-

single-parent homes, which generally have lower incomes than
two-parent families. The way to break the cycle of poverty, says

grade math at East High School in 1956 through '57," he says. "She

Sehnert, is education. "We want the students to see the connection

is every bit as sharp now as she was more than 50 years ago.

between hard work, good grades and rewards for performance," he

Margaret makes a huge contribution to our program at East and is

says. "We take kids and advance them a little every day. We make

an inspiration to me each and every day. She is a wonderful living

incremental advances. We try to improve not only their grades, but

example of what the Greatest Generation was all about."
Taylor is usually at East by 8 a.m. Mondays through Thursdays.

their conduct."
The results have been impressive since the program was

"Sometimes I stay until 4:30, 5, sometimes 7," she says. Taylor takes

launched three years ago. Of students who attended tutoring last

Fridays off since there is tutoring on Saturdays. She reserves some

year, 100 percent passed their algebra Gateway exam, compared

Fridays for trips to casinos in Tunica. ("I take $50 with me. When I

to 72 percent schoolwide. Of seventh and eighth-graders who

spend what I took, I'm done," she explains.) Taylor also has been

were tutored, 100 percent passed the Tennessee Comprehensive

active in Leadership Memphis, the Kiwanis Club, the Germantown

Assessment Program (TCAP) test last year, with 51 percent scoring

Education Commission, the Memphis Symphony League and Mem

advanced in math. In addition, all of the tutors went on to attend

phis Brooks Museum of Art.
How does she manage when many others her age have retired?

four-year colleges.
The Peer Power model was created so that other schools can
adopt it. The program already is in place at Whitehaven High School.

"I keep on keeping on," says Taylor. "It keeps me involved. It's a
challenge. I like to see kids learning."
Tutors and scholars at East begin each learning session by saying

"Margaret Taylor is blessed and also a blessing by being productive
in a vital field into her 90s," says Anne Freeman, who established

a creed which begins "I want to be somebody some day." Most

the program at Whitehaven with her husband, Dr. Jerre Freeman.

would agree that Margaret Taylor is someone indeed.

"She has a ready and contagious laugh, a face full of life and a quick

Heritage Room needs your history
A walk through the U of M's Heritage Room is like taking a step back in time to a quieter and
gentler era: yearbooks, a fraternity scrapbook, a vast array of photographs, lettermen jackets and

Theopolis Holeman was named the

International Paper Data Center, Sam's

2008 Outstanding Alumnus of the Herff

Town Casino and the Brentwood Originals

College of Engineering during the College's

Distribution Center in DeSoto County. In

annual awards dinner in March.

addition, Askew serves on the Herff College

Holeman is the senior vice president

Advisory Council, the Thomas S. Fry Memo

of power delivery for Duke Energy, one of

rial Fund Committee and is national director

the largest electrical power companies in

for the American Council of Engineering

the United States. He leads the company's

Companies of Tennessee.

power delivery organization, which encom

Ring is chair and CEO of Ring Companies,

passes the electric distribution and the elec

one of the largest plastics manufacturing

tric transmission systems for Duke's service

companies in North America. Since its

territories in North Carolina, South Carolina,

beginning as Ring Can Corporation in 1968,

Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. Holeman's

Ring Companies has grown to include three

group is responsible for delivering electricity

subsidiaries: Ring Container Technologies,

to more than 3.9 million customers. In addi

Ring Industrial Group and Rapac, which

tion, Holeman was recognized as one of the
Top 75 Most Powerful Black Executives in
the U.S. by Black Enterprise magazine.
He is actively involved in numerous

manufacture a variety of plastic products in
Dr. Kathryn Simpson (BSEE '99), president
of the Herff College of Engineering Alumni
Chapter, congratulates the College's 2008
outstanding alumnus, Theopolis Holeman
(BSET '71).

boards, including the Association of Edison
Illuminating Companies, InRoads, Boy

England and Canada. These companies
have developed a large amount of proprie
tary technology relating to plastics machin

The Herff Honor Awards for Distin

Scouts of America, Southeastern Electric

guished Service in Engineering went to

Exchange and Community Building Initiative.

Mark W. Askew and Carl D. Ring. Askew

Holeman earned a bachelor's degree in

more than 30 factories in the United States,

ery and product design, and hold many
patents in the U.S. and abroad.
Rick Voyels, Debi Scott and Melanie

(BSCE '76) is president and CEO of Askew

James were presented with the Outstand

construction technology from the U of M

Hargraves Harcourt and Associates Inc., one

ing Staff Award. Stephanie Ivey received the

in 1971. He received a master's degree in

of Memphis' largest engineering, architec

Outstanding Faculty Teaching Award, and

business administration from the University

ture, surveying and landscape architecture

Gary Qi was recognized with the Outstand

of Houston and completed the Stanford

firms. Askew has more than 30 years of

ing Faculty Research Award.

Executive Program.

experience in engineering. Notable projects

sweaters, diplomas, a football from the 1958 game against Tennessee Tech and a 1918 let

include the Federal Express International

ter from Andrew A. Kincannon, the school's president at that time, are just a few of the objects

The awards were presented at a dinner at
the University of Memphis Holiday Inn.

Module, Discover Card Processing Center,

present. Recent additions include an old microscope with State Teachers College engraved on its
barrel and an illuminating lamp, both of which were found and donated by U of M chemistry tech
supporter James J. Aschberger.

University's history would step forward and add their collections to what we already have," said

CORRECTION. In the Fall 2007 University of Memphis Magazine, it was incorrectly stated that the University recorded its only unde
feated year in football in 1963. Thanks to Dae Baird of the Class of 1940 for pointing out that the 1938 Tiger team was also undefeated.
Baird says the final game of that year was played in the mud against Delta State and the Tigers won 2-0 on a safety recorded by his

alumnus Ronald "Butch" Alford, former creative services director at the U of M and a member of

fraternity brother, James West. The victory completed a perfect 10-0-0 season for the school, and according to the Associated Press, the

"I would hope that others - employees, alumni and friends - who have memorabilia from our

squad was the highest scoring team in the nation that year. It received an invitation to play San Jose State in the Prune Bowl in California,

the U of M Association for Retirees' board.
Any historical items are welcome and prospective donors should contact Ed Frank, special col

but declined. Just two years prior, faculty members each pledged one week of his or her salary to support the athletic budget. The school
was known then as West Tennessee State Teachers College.

lections curator, at 901/678-8242.
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Alumni Club, contact club president John
Bradford (MBA '00) dXjrbradfo@us.ibm.com.

Club and Chapter News

Chicago
The Alumni Association hosted pep rallies
before all Conference USA home basketball
games at FedExForum and supported the
Tigers throughout March Madness by spon
soring more than 20 watch party sites for
each U of M game in the NCAA Basketball
Tournament. A few of the places where
official watch parties were held include:
Atlanta, Baton Rouge, Charlotte, Chicago,
Dallas/Ft. Worth, Eastern Pennsylvania,
Houston, Lower Alabama, Nashville, New
York City, Orlando, St. Louis, Washington,
D.C., Bartlett, Collierville, Cordova, Germantown/East Memphis, Olive Branch, Miss.,
Midtown Memphis and Millington.
For more information on any Alumni
Association clubs, chapters or events, con
tact the Association at 901/678-2586.

Arts and Sciences
Save the date: The 2008 College of Arts
and Sciences Outstanding Awards Dinner
has been set for Thursday, Oct. 2.

AUSP
The chapter hosted its annual alumni
reception March 27 at the Mid-South Con
ference on Communicative Disorders at the
Hilton East. This year the chapter honored
two students from the School of Audiology
and Speech-Language Pathology.

Band
The Band Alumni Chapter hosted the
2008 Mid-South Indoor Percussion and
Color Guard Competition March 29 at the
Elma Roane Fieldhouse on the U of M
campus.

Engineering
The Herff College of Engineering Alumni
Chapter hosted its Student Alumni Mixer
Jan. 31 at the Alumni Center. The casual
reception provided an opportunity for stu
dents to network with alumni, friends and
engineering faculty and staff.

Fogelman College of Business
& Economics
On Feb. 21 alumni and friends were
invited to a reception honoring John Pepin,
32

former dean of the Fogelman College, with
the naming of the new entrance to the
College on Innovation Drive as the Pepin
Portal.
The chapter hosted a panel discussion
for surviving with a family in the corporate
world in May.

Music Society
The Music Society celebrated Jazz Week
at the Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music
with a wine and cheese reception March
1 prior to a performance by the Southern
Comfort Jazz Orchestra with internationally
acclaimed jazz saxophonist David Sanchez
and his quartet.

Half Century Club
Attention 1958 graduates: the Half
Century Club will host its annual brunch at
Homecoming this year. Those who gradu
ated in 1958 will be honored with a special
medallion ceremony. For more informa
tion regarding the Homecoming festivities,
contact the Alumni Association at 901/6782586.

Nursing
The Loewenberg School of Nursing
Alumni Chapter will recognize two accom
plished alumni at its first Outstanding
Alumni Luncheon May 22 at the University
Holiday Inn. Sam Maceri (AA '76, MPA '80,
BSN '99), director of nursing education at
St. Jude Children's Research Hospital, and
Betty Sue McGarvey (BSN '85), president

Journalism

of Baptist College of Health Sciences, were

The Journalism Alumni Club hosted
its annual Mentorship Mixer March 31 at
the Alumni Center. Mentors and students
who participated in the club's Mentorship
Program had the opportunity to mix, mingle
and network with U of M journalism alumni,

honored.

faculty, staff and recent retirees.

Law
The Law Alumni Chapter, the Alumni
Association and the Cecil C. Humphreys
School of Law teamed to host a VIP
reception in the new Law School Plaza on
Feb. 29, prior to the Distinguished Alumni
Awards. The event, themed to complement
DAA, celebrated a "Once in a Blue Moon"
occasion: the beginning of renovation at
the former Customs House and Post Office,
which will be home to the Law School
beginning in fall 2009.

Luther C. McClellan
The chapter held its first annual Scholar
ship Reception Feb. 28 in the Rose Theatre.
Part of the University's Black History Month
festivities, the event honored Michael D.
"Mike" Neal (BBA '96, MA '98), Alumni
Association vice president of finance and a
business strategist for FedEx Express, and
LCM Scholarship recipients Carlissia Graham
and Renee Wills.

Young Alumni
The Young Alumni Committee hosted a
daylong pregame party at Pat O'Brien's on
Beale Street prior to the Tiger basketball
game against Tennessee. Guests enjoyed
specials, discounts, door prizes and fun
with fellow Tiger fans and our band and
cheer squads, while getting ready for the
big game.
The Young Alumni Committee also
hosted watch parties at Newby's Bar and
Grill throughout February and March to sup
port the Tiger basketball team.

Atlanta
The Atlanta Alumni Club met through
out January, February and March to watch
Memphis basketball and support the Tigers.
On March 8 the club traveled to Athens,
Ga., to watch the Tigers take on Georgia
in baseball. To get involved or hear about
other events, contact club president Don
Sparkman (BSEE '87) at don.sparkman@
earthlink.net.

Charlotte
The Charlotte Alumni Club gathered
at Jillian's Restaurant to watch the Tiger
basketball game against Tennessee. If you

The Chicago Alumni Club joined Alumni
Association staff at Junior's Sports Lounge
to watch the Tiger basketball game against
Tennessee and continued to meet at
Junior's to watch the Tigers throughout
March Madness. Get involved with the
Chicago Alumni Club by contacting club
president Jeniene Wiseman (BSME '03) at
jwiseman21 @yahoo.com.

Dallas/Ft. Worth
The club cheered on the Tigers as they
took on the SMU Mustangs March 5. The
group enjoyed a Memphis BBQ buffet at
Red, Hot & Blue before attending the game
at Moody Coliseum on the SMU campus.
The club also raised money for their Texas
Tigers Scholarship Fund. For more informa
tion on the Dallas/Ft. Worth Club or scholar
ship information, contact club president
Gary Crooms ('81) at TexasTigers@gmail.
com.

Eastern Pennsylvania
Eastern Pennsylvania alumni and friends
gathered throughout the season to watch
the Tiger basketball games. If you would
like to get involved with the Eastern
Pennsylvania Alumni Club, contact club
president Connor Morganti (BA '96) at
connormorganti@verizon.net.

Nashville

Tampa/Orlando

The Nashville Alumni Club met through
out January, February and March to watch

The Orlando Alumni Club met throughout
the season to watch Memphis basketball.
Join other Tigers in the Sunshine State by

Houston

picnic. The tournament will be a fourperson scramble at Gaylord Springs Golf
Links. Proceeds from the tournament will
go toward the Nashville Alumni Scholarship.

Memphis basketball and cheer on the
Tigers.
Save the date: On July 26, the club will
hold its inaugural Nashville Tiger Golf Clas
sic in conjunction with its annual summer

The Houston Alumni Club gathered for a
pregame reception with Alumni Association
staff before Memphis defeated the Houston
Cougars on their turf at Hofheinz Pavilion.
Join the Houston Alumni Club for more
events this fall. For more information, con
tact club president Robert Stephens (BSEE

contacting co-presidents Katie Perrine (BA
'98) in Orlando at kschwie@hotmail.com or
Bob Riggins (BBA '70, MS '80) in Tampa at
bbriggins @msn.com.

Washington, D.C.

Join the Tigers in Music City mailing list by
contacting club president Mike Dodd (JD
'01) at gotigersgo@nashvilletigers.com.

The D.C. Alumni Club met throughout
January, February and March to watch
Memphis basketball games. Join others
in the Washington area for fun Memphis
events. Contact club president Terry Rhea

'90) at robert.l.stephens@accenture.com.

St. Louis

the group's Web site at http://groups.

Lower Alabama

Alumni Association staff to watch the Tiger
basketball game against Tennessee. If you

(BA '00) at terry.rhea@gmail.com or visit
The St. Louis Alumni Club joined

Robert and Janet Murphree hosted local
alumni in their home for Tiger basketball
watch parties in February. If you would like
to get involved with the Lower Alabama
Alumni Club, contact club president Robert
Murphree (BBA '76) at robertmurphree@
gulftel.net.

would like to get involved with the Charlotte
THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

The M Club inducted former athletes into its Hall of Fame and recognized individuals for their
support of Tiger athletics at a banquet in September at the University Holiday Inn. The honorees
included (front row, from left): Billy Smith, basketball; Paul Haire (BBA '79), golf; Larry Porter,
football; and Danton Barto, football. Back row, from left, are: Dwight Boyd, basketball, the Billy
J. Murphy Award; Terry Pressgrove, baseball; Christy Caswell (BA '99), soccer; Brooks Monaghan
(BBA '97), soccer; Chuck Roberts, voice of the Tigers, the Dr. C.C. Humphreys Golden Tiger
Award; and Jimmy Hayslip (BS '56, MA '61), the Ralph Hatley Silver M Award.

SPRING 2008

would like to get involved with the St. Louis
Alumni Club, contact club president Dennis
Breakstone (BBA '92) at dbreakst@
UCB-group.com.

google.com/group/UofMDCAlumni.
We are looking to expand and form
more True Blue Clubs across the country.
If you live in the following areas, contact
the Alumni Association at 901/678-2586
for more information on how you can get
involved: Boston, Denver, Little Rock, New
York City, Jackson, Miss., Jackson, Tenn.,
and San Francisco.
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1954

Craig Leake (BS, MA '69),

1971

marketing program. Stewart

philanthropic endeavors in the

1975

Russell Reviere (BA, JD '79),

on the Southwest Tennessee

community and for her com

Will Barden (BBA) is vice

a partner in the law offices of

Community College Board of
Advisors and Foundation.

Joe Clayton (BS, MA '62),

assistant professor of film at the

joined the Chicago manufac

vice chair of the Shelby County

U of M, won two Emmys for his

turer of office, engineering and

mitment to the next generation.

president of Grubb & Ellis of

Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell, was

School Board, was named

documentary about teachers

high-speed production printers

Lutgert is a board member and

Memphis, a commercial real

selected for the 2008 edition of

to the All Tennessee School

at St. Jude Children's Research

in 1995 as manager of adver

capital campaign chair of the Chil

estate advisory firm.

The Best Lawyers in America in

1978

Board by the Tennessee School

Hospital at the 22nd annual

tising and sales promotion. He

dren's Museum of Naples, Fla.

the area of insurance law.

Doug Collins (BBA), owner

Boards Association. The award

Mid-South Emmy Awards. The

has been in sales promotion

recognizes individuals for

Chemo Ate My Homework

and marketing services with

1974

strong commitment and out

won in the categories of best

Schering-Plough in Memphis

Frank Allen (BBA), CFP and

standing service to their school

documentary/topical and best

and American Express, Kemper

financial adviser with Shoe

director/non-news. &

and Van Kampen Funds in

maker Financial, achieved the

Chicago prior to joining Oce.

Circle of Excellence award for
his 2007 performance.

districts. *
1964
Walter Lee Davis Jr. (BBA),

1967
(JD) is director of legal affairs

Tenn., was elected president

for Evolve Bank & Trust.

of the National Association of

master of Memphis University

Jim Summers (JD), an

Prudential Collins-Maury Real

School, received the Outstand

attorney with Allen, Summers,

tors, is 2008 president of the

ing Executive Leader award

Simpson, Lillie & Gresham, was

Memphis Area Home Builders

from the Memphis chapter of

named to Mid-South Super

Association. He has been a

the Association of Fundraising

Lawyers in the area of con

member of the association for

Professionals.

struction litigation.

seven years and served on the
board of directors since 2004.

1972

E. James "Jim" House Jr.

an attorney in Johnson City,

of Sovereign Homes and

Ellis Haguewood (MA), head

Mark Pucci

Michael I. Less (JD), a mem

L. Don Campbell (BBA)

Hayden Lait (JD) was selected

Cathy Thillen (MEd) was

Mark Pucci (BBA) received

ber of Less, Getz & Lipman, has

joined the corporate and

one of the best alternative

named director of nursing

the 2008 Keeping the Blues

been named to The Best Law

securities group at Butler, Snow,

dispute resolution lawyers in the

education and research for St.

is president of Boyle Trust and

O'Mara, Stevens & Canada.

U.S. for the fourth consecutive

Francis Hospital.

Investment Co. <Sr

Gary Douglas (BBA, JD '82)

Estate Planners & Councils.

1968

Alive Award for publicity from

yers in America for 2007-08

Davis also is a CPA and real

William W. Dunlap Jr. (BA),

The Blues Foundation. In a

and has been recognized by

estate broker.

an attorney with Harris Shelton

career that has spanned more

Mid-South Super Lawyers as

Allan J. Katz (BBA) was

of the Tennessee Alternative

1977

Jay Myers (BBA) published

Hanover Walsh, was included

than 35 years, Pucci has been

having outstanding expertise in

named a certified rainmaker

Dispute Resolution Commission

Richard Craddock Jr. (JD),

his first book in October, Keep

a music writer, editor, record

construction law and litigation.

for hire by the Rainmakers

and is an adjunct professor at

an attorney with Wyatt Tarrant

Swinging: An Entrepreneur's

the Cecil C. Humphreys School

& Combs, was named a 2007

Story of Overcoming Adversity

of Law.

Mid-South Super Lawyer.

and Achieving Small Business

year. He also serves as chair

1965

in the 2007 edition of The

Bob Phillips (BS) was

Best Lawyers in America in the

named president of the Public

areas of medical malpractice

served as publicity director

Robert Miller (JD), an attor

and personal injury litigation.

and later as vice president of

ney with Farris Mathews Branan

Edward J. McKenney Jr.

publicity and general manager

Bobango Hellen & Dunlap,

(BBA, JD '77), an attorney with

Susan Lawless-Glassman

Jana Kerr Pettey (BS) is pub

CEO of Interactive Solutions

was selected for inclusion in

Harris Shelton Hanover Walsh,

(BA) was named Outstanding

lisher and editorial director of

Inc., a Memphis-based firm that

the 2008 edition of Mid-South

was included in the 2007

Volunteer Fundraiser by the

Justine magazine, a publication

specializes in videoconferenc

Super Lawyers.

edition of The Best Lawyers in

Memphis chapter of the Asso

for teenage girls.

ing, distance learning, telemedi-

an attorney with Wyatt Tarrant

America in the areas of labor

ciation of Fundraising Profes

& Combs, was named a 2007

and employment and munici

sionals.

Relations Society of America
Memphis chapter. He is a vice
president and account supervi

Glen Reid Jr. (BBA, JD'71),

sor with Thompson & Berry

an attorney with Wyatt Tarrant

Public Relations.

& Combs, was named a 2007
Mid-South Super Lawyer. He

1966

also was listed among the 150

Bonnie Dondeville Farley

best lawyers in Tennessee by

(BS, MEd '69) was inducted

Roundtable.

executive and publicist. He

of Capricorn Records.
Richard Raines (BBA, JD '74),

1973

Success. Myers is president and

pal law.

Mid-South Super Lawyer.

Anita Vaughn (BA, MPA '82),

support.

administrator and CEO of
Craig Strickland (BSEd),

Baptist Memorial Hospital for

Janice Pilot (BBA) was pro

pastor of Hope Presbyterian

Women, was selected to serve

moted to deputy director of the

Church, authored the book
Rethinking Reason: With So

Business Tennessee.

into the USTA Southern Section

cine and audio-visual sales and

1979
Ken Bennett (BSEd, MS
'85), executive director of

Tennessee Tennis Associa

1970

tion Hall of Fame. Known for

Cato Johnson (BSEd, MEd

Memphis Police Department.

her fierce competitive nature,

'71), senior vice president of

She is the first woman to reach

Many Different Faiths, Does

blistering forehands and love of

corporate affairs at Methodist

that rank.

submitted to
The University

Someone Have to be Wrong

of Memphis

Award from Memphis Theologi

the game, she played her way

Healthcare, was named chair

for Someone to be Right?

cal Seminary.

onto the men's tennis team at

of the Southwest Tennessee

Magazine
must meet

a time when few college athlet

Community College Board of

ics programs offered women's

Advisors.

James D. Wilson (JD), an

tennis. Farley taught children
with special needs in the Mem

Simone Chassin Lutgert

phis City Schools for 42 years
before retiring last spring.
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Dale Stewart

Photos

1976

Hanover Walsh, was included

James L. Kirby (JD), an

Hard copy photography must

in the 2007 edition of The Best

attorney with Harris Shelton

Lawyers in America in the area

Hanover Walsh, was included

of medical malpractice law.

in the 2007 edition of The

be no smaller than 2x3 and
of original quality - no color
laser copies or inkjet outputs,

Best Lawyers in America in the

please. Electronic files should
be no smaller than 600 x 900
pixels. We reserve the right not

was named a 2008 "Woman

areas of commercial litigation

Dale Stewart (BS) was

of Style" by the Community

and medical malpractice law.

promoted to director of Web

Foundation of Collier County,

services for Oce North America,

Fla., and N Media Group. She

Gaby Maxey at gmaxey@
memphis.edu

where he leads the Internet

was honored for her civic and

for more information.
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the President's Humanitarian

minimum print
requirements.

attorney with Harris Shelton

Simone Chassin Lutgert (BS)

STREETS Ministries, received

to run photos that do not meet
technical standards. Contact

Alumni Association Member
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Jocelyn Wurzburg (JD), a

lifetime of contributions to the

Convention and Visitors Bureau,

Memphis attorney and media

field of advertising. Pacheco

was named Communicator

tor, was honored as one of

was selected for AdFed's high

of the Year by the Memphis

four "local diversity pioneers"

est professional award for his

chapter of the Public Relations

at Shelby County's annual

many efforts to further industry

Society of America.

Cultural Diversity Day. Wurzburg

standards.

1983

and CEO of Pathmark Trans

John Bobango (JD), an attor

portation, is serving on the

1981

ney with Farris Mathews Branan

Stanford St. Jude Champion

Andrew C. Branham (JD),

Bobango Hellen & Dunlap,

ship board of directors. <tr

executive director of Counsel

was selected for inclusion in

on Call, was recognized for his

the 2008 edition of Mid-South

David Pickler (JD), chair of

work in planning the Tennessee

Super Lawyers. <Sf

the Shelby County School

discrimination law.

Tommy C. Estes

Tommy C. Estes (JD), an

Bar Association's first pro bono

attorney with the Nashville

initiative.

law firm Manier & Herod, was

Board, received the C. Hal

1984

Henard Distinguished Service

Joseph T. Getz (JD), a mem

Award from the Tennessee

selected for inclusion in Mid-

Jennie D. Latta (BA, JD

ber of Less, Getz & Lipman, has

School Boards Association

South Super Lawyers in the

'86), a federal judge of the

been named to The Best Law

recognizing him as the state's

areas of estate planning and

U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the

yers in America for 2007-08

2007 School Board Member of

probate law. He also is listed in

Western District of Tennessee,

and has been recognized by

the Year. He is serving as the

The Best Lawyers in America in

is serving as chief judge of the

Mid-South Super Lawyers as

TSBA's 2008 president.

the area of trusts and estates.

Bankruptcy Appellate Panel. &

having outstanding expertise in
construction law and litigation.

1986
West Beibers (BS), president

Tim Mashburn (MAT, MBA

1982

'87), vice president for Adult

Steven N. Douglass (JD), an

1985

of Delta Trust Mortgage Cor

Multispecialty Services at UT

attorney with Harris Shelton

Gregory M. Duckett (JD),

poration, earned the Certified

Medical Group, joined the

Hanover Walsh, was included

senior vice president and

Mortgage Banker designation

board of directors for New Bal

in the 2007 edition of The

corporate counsel for Baptist

from the Mortgage Bankers

let Ensemble & School.

Best Lawyers in America in

Memorial Health Care Corp.,

Association of America.

the areas of bankruptcy and

was elected to the board of

creditor-debtor rights.

directors of the Federal Reserve

Mario Gaetano (DMA),

Murphy (EdD) was appointed

Bank of St. Louis. He has

professor of music at Western

dean of the College of Business

served on the board of the

Carolina University, won the

at Winona State University in

Memphis branch of the bank.

2007 Hinda Honigman Cup for

Dr. James William "Bill"

Winona, Minn. In addition to

his composition "Scenes from

18 years at Winona State, he

Earth" for piano and percus

has taught at Western Kentucky

sion. The award was presented

University, Pittsburg State Uni

by the North Carolina Federa

versity and Northeast Louisiana

tion of Music Clubs.

University.

1987
1980

Holley Dargie (BSEE) joined

Gary K. Morrell (JD) of The

Highwoods Properties as a

Boswell Law firm was selected

leasing representative. She co-

for inclusion in The Best Law

founded and served as presi

Steve Pacheco

yers in America in the areas

dent of Peer Market Research.

of medical malpractice and

Steve Pacheco, managing

personal injury litigation.

director of advertising for FedEx,
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Kevin Kane

received a silver medal from

Kevin Kane (BSEd), president

AdFed in recognition of his

and CEO of the Memphis

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

Dora Ivey (BA) was appointed

defense. He and his wife,

was promoted to director of

executive director of the Aging

Christine, have a daughter,

human resources for Metex

Commission of the Mid-South.

Mary Grace.

Corp. in Edison, NJ.
David K. Stewart (BBA) is

Wes Kraker (BBA), president

authored Tennessee's first anti

Kimberley Lofts-Tupy (BBA)

Kim Sipes Paras (BA) joined

chief executive officer of the

Weekly Reader Publishing as

Foundation for Health Care

manager of the copy editing

Continuums, a nonprofit orga

department. She and her hus

nization based in Brentwood,

band, Rich, live in Goshen, N.Y.,

Tenn., that focuses on develop

and have four children. &

ing new and innovative health
care services.

Lauren Boggs McHugh

Lauren Boggs McHugh

James Ramsey (BSEd) is a
master plumber and owner of

1991

Ramsey Plumbing & Heating.

(BBA, MBA '93) was promoted
to president of Huey's Res

1989

taurants. She had been vice

Greg Grisham (JD), a partner

president.

in Weintraub Stock & Grisham,

Ben Hanback (BBA) is presi

Ben Hanback

was appointed to the advisory

dent of The Hanback Group,

Sheila Whalum (BA) wrote the

committee of the U.S. Commis

a benefits consulting group

novel Pretty Woman Too. She

sion on Civil Rights.

in Brentwood, Tenn. He also

also is the author of Destined to
be a Preacher's Wife. &

1988

serves on the board of directors
Lyn Joyner (DMA) was com

for the Make-A-Wish Founda

missioned by Dance Works to

tion of Middle Tennessee.

compose a dance in collaboration

Ronald T. Dow (MS) joined

with Atlanta-area choreographer

EnSafe Inc. as a senior project

Rebecca Enghauser. The resulting

manager and professional

piece, "Outlines & Inroads," was

geologist.

Bob Browder

1992
Virginia Norman (BFA),

Bob Browder (BBA, MBA '93)

a senior associate with The

performed by Dance Works at the

joined Edward M. Neal CPA and

Crump Firm, was named to the

Orpheum and at Southwest Ten

Associates as the tax manager

Memphis Business Journal's

nessee Community College, and

and a business and individual

"Top 40 Under 40."

(BS) was promoted to sales

will be performed again in Mem

adviser..

consulting manager with

phis this spring. Blair Seymour

1993

Oracle, where she has worked

(MM '88) played the piano score

Michael Evangelisti (JD), a

Julianne Beckman Fermi

since 1998. She and her

for the Orpheum performance.

member of the law firm Farris

husband, Paul, live in Lakeland,

Joyner is director of music at Holy

Mathews Branan Bobango

Tenn., with their sons, Connor

Cross Episcopal Church in Olive

Hellen & Dunlap, was named

and Owen.

Branch, Miss. <Sr

to the Memphis Business Jour
nal's "Top 40 Under 40."

Charles K. Hodges (BSEE)

Lynne Rooker (BA), president

was promoted to chief electrical

of Chandler Ehrlich, was named

engineer at OGCB Inc. Consult

to the Memphis Business Jour

(BSEd), chef and owner of

ing Engineers.

nal's "Top 40 Under 40."

Felicia Suzanne's Restaurant,

Dr. La Don Jones (BPS) was

1990

named interim director of the

Kim Escue (BBA, MBA '94)

Felicia Suzanne Willett

was named to the Memphis
Kevin T. Coyne

Business Journal's "Top 40
Under 40."

Division of Health Administration's

was promoted to first vice

Kevin T. Coyne (JD) is an

graduate program at the U of M.

president of Wealth Manage

attorney in Philadelphia and the

1995

ment Services at Morgan

surrounding suburbs, con

Blake Weibert (BM) is

Keegan & Co.

centrating mainly on criminal

training director and incident
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Jason Massie (JD) completed

Wealth Management Services

Carolina State University swim

Day Services at United Cerebral

the Ford Ironman Triathlon in

at Morgan Keegan & Co.

ming and diving program. She

Palsy of the Mid-South.

Panama City Beach, Fla., in 12

management coordinator for

is associate head coach for the

hours, 8 minutes. In March he

Ana Yambrek (BA), president

women's team and assistant

ran his 20th marathon, the ING

and owner of Professional Tech

coach for the men's team.

Rebecca Miller (BA, MA '98,

Georgia Marathon in Atlanta.

nologies Group Inc., was named

JD '01) was named chair of the

Massie is an attorney and CPA.

to the Memphis Business Jour

Jeremy Stinson (BA, MAT '05)

nal's 'Top 40 Under 40."

and Tonia Morris Stinson (BM

1996

Child Support Committee for
the Family Law Section of the

Laura D. Rogers (BA, JD '00)

American Bar Association. She is

joined the law firm of Reno, Rog

an attorney with Crone & Mason.

ers & Berry as a partner and con

2006

'00, MM '02) announce the birth

2000

of their second child, Justin Mat
thew Stinson, on Oct. 17.

tinues her practice in family law.

2003

1997
•

\

1998

David Bell (JD) is an attorney

Caroline Wilson Boswell

with the Shelby County Public

(JD) and Ross Allan Boswell

Defender's Office. He also

Erin Courtney (BA) joined the

(BBA '95, JD '98) are the par

established an outreach pro

sales and marketing communi

ents of Landry Louise Boswell,

gram for teenage drivers with

cations team at FedEx Express

born Oct. 23.

the Memphis City Schools.

as a communications specialist.

Brian Faughnan (JD), a part

Nicolas Corry (JD) is an asso

on the team.

ner in the Adams and Reese

ciate attorney with Deininger

Erin Courtney

She previously was an intern

law firm, was named to the
Memphis Business Journal's
"Top 40 Under 40."

& Wingfield in Little Rock. He
Yvonne and Sonya Johnson

Yvonne Johnson (MAT) and

practices tax controversy, tax
litigation and bankruptcy law.

her sister, Sonya Johnson
Geoffrey M. Hirsch (JD)

(MAT '06), published their first

Amanda Dent (BA) is a copy

David P. Czap (JD) was

joined the corporate and

children's book, The Ride of

writer for inferno.

named a shareholder of the

securities group at Butler, Snow,

Pride. The book educates chil

law firm Marshall, Dennehey,

O'Mara, Stevens & Canada.

dren and adults about everyday

2004

items created by black inven

Jeremy McNeer (BBA) is a

W. Jeff McGoff (BBA, MS '00,

tors. Yvonne is a special educa

sales consultant with NovaCopy.

David P. Czap

Warner, Coleman & Goggin.
Czap has been with the Phila
delphia firm since 1999 and

JD '03) joined the corporate and

tion teacher with Memphis City

concentrates his practice in the

securities group at Butler, Snow,

Schools; Sonya is a secondary

Michael White (BSEd) joined

areas of product liability, con

O'Mara, Stevens & Canada.

school science teacher with

Junior Achievement of the

Memphis City Schools.

Mid-South as Exchange City

sumer protection, motor vehicle
and warranty litigation.

1999

Katie Martin

Katie Martin (BFA) is a

manager. He previously served

regional graphic designer for

in various youth development

Harrah's Entertainment.

Matthew Hikade (MS), North

Lewis Weiss (MBA) was

American sales manager for

named vice president of Colleg-

positions, including as a YMCA

UWT Logistics, was named to

eCareerCorps for Cook Systems

youth counselor and director of

Jay Philpott (MS) is director

Tennessee Health Science Cen

the Memphis Business Jour

International.

the Stax Music Academy sum

of development for the U of

ter in December with a doctor

nal's 'Top 40 Under 40."

mer camp.

M's Fogelman College of Busi

Paula Max Dycus (BSN) grad
uated from the University of

2001

of nursing practice degree. &

ness & Economics. <lt

Jill Goodwin Omer (MA) and

Anna Kathryn Word (BA) is

2005

Robin Hogue Hughes (BPS, JD

her husband, Doug, are the par

a development officer for the

Julie Coffey (MS) heads the

Steven Shipowitz (MA) is

'01) and husband, Alex Hughes,

ents of a second daughter. Arden

Metropolitan Inter-Faith Associa

new Shelby County Office of

operations manager at Running

welcomed the birth of their son,

Hope Omer was born Sept. 29;

tion.

Early Childhood and Youth.

Pony Productions.

Hayden Alexander, on Oct. 10.

her big sister is Olivia Sloane.

2002

Hemant Gupta (JD) is an

Title & Closing Services Inc.,

Patrick Rassi (MBA) was pro

Jacqui McLaughlin (MS) is in

intellectual property attorney in

specializing in commercial and

moted to first vice president of

her fourth year with the North

Memphis.

Robin is an attorney with EDCO

residential real estate.
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The University of Memphis Alumni Association expresses sympathy to the families and friends of the following individuals:

ALUMNI
(Listed alphabetically by graduation date)

1920s-30s
Marian Scrivener Bodenheimer '31, Dec. 07

1940s-50s
Paul Austin Boensch '40, Jan. '08
Virginia Forbis Simonton '42, '62, Nov. '07
William C. Wilhelm 47, '53, Dec. 07
Raymond Harold Sayle '49, Dec. '07
John Robert Campbell '50, Dec. '07
William Robert Miner '50, Dec. 07
Winnie Mooney Hood '51, Jan. '08
Jo Swaim Johnson '51, '57, Nov. '07
John Albert Reddick '53, Jan. 08
Dorothy Cleo Carey '54, Jan. '08
Louis Stanley Dillard Jr. '54, Dec. 07
Ned Judson Suttle '55, Dec. '07
Opal Brewer Morgan '56, Nov. 07
Judge Kenneth A. Turner '59, Feb. 08
Robert Erwin Vollmer 59, Nov. 07

1960s-70s
Harry Stanisford "Buddy" McEwen, Dec. 07
John Glenn Bingham '61, Dec. '07
Marguerite R. Cofer '61, Jan. '08
Gerald D. Reese '62, '65, Dec. '07
Virginia Y. Fly '64, Jan. 08
Rosemary S. Lawrence '64, Jan. '08
Malcolm Blake Williams '64, Dec. '07
Charles Elco Kennedy Jr. '67, Dec. '07
Charles Prentiss Cartee '68, Dec. '07
Kenneth Robinson '69, Oct. '05
Annie Wills Walker 70, Nov. 07
Warren H. Morehart '71, '73, '75, Jan. '08
Dr. Paul Emerson Andrews '72, Jan. '08
Thomas James Langston '74, Jan. '08
Robert L. Newton '74, Oct. '07
Donna Schwaiger '75, Nov. '07
Ann Haueter Bunch '76, Dec. 07
Robert J. Halik 76, Dec. 07
Dawnelle Hurd '76, Dec. '07
Teresa Pentecost Thomas '76, Dec. 07

1980s-90s
Shelda D. Herring '80, Dec. '07
Jo Ellen Rich '80, Dec. '07
Glen Covington '81, Nov. '07

Patricia Beene Boston '82, Jan. '08
John Minton '83, Sept. '07
Daniel Edward West '83, Jan. '08
Kathryn Elizabeth "Kitty" Morrison Smith
'84, March '08
Andrew Mason Smith '86, Jan. '08
Lillian Blancett Cooper Burnside '87, Jan. '08
Dornetha Eugenie Taylor '87, Jan. 08
Sidney Joseph Valadie Jr. '87, '90, Jan. '08
Bonnie B. Boozer '88, Dec. '07
Nathaniel Walter Parker Jr. '88, Dec. '07
Angela Renee Willis '94, Jan. '08

FACULTY/STAFF
Margaret Louisa Heslep Andrews, Nov. '07
Edgar Riley Cole, Dec. '07
Col. Marvin L. Jacobs, Feb. '08
Dr. Robert W. McDowell, '78, '83, '91,
March '08
Billy J. "Spook" Murphy, Feb. '08
William F. Youngson, Jan. '08

FRIENDS
Lonnie Buren Kidd, Jan. '08

Membership Matters
Brad Martin
(BA 76)
Life Member
of the Alumni Association
Board of Trustees President,
Dixon Gallery and Gardens
Chair, U of M Board of Visitors
President, U of M Foundation
Board of Trustees
Former Chair of the Board of Saks Inc.
Co-founder of Corporate Child Care Inc.
Board of Directors,
First Horizon National Corporation
Board of Directors,
Gaylord Entertainment Inc.
Board of Directors,
Lululemon Athletica
Board of Directors,
Harrah's Entertainment

Alumni Association

TN House of Representatives,
Five Terms

National Executive Board of Directors: Martin Zummach (BS '85, JD '93), President; Mark Long (BSEE '85), Vice President for Membership;
Renee DeGutis (BS '83), Vice President of Programs and Events; Paul Jewell (BA '78), Vice President of Communication; Mike Neal (BBA '96,
MA '98), Vice President of Finance; Rob Evans (MBA '97), Past President; Kim Barnett (BBA '95, EMBA '99); Walter Crews (BPS, '84, MS '91);
Melinda Edwards (BSEd '74, MPA '75); John Koski (BA '88); Mary McCollum (BS, '94, MA '97, EDS '98); Jon McGlothian (EMBA '97); Terry Morris
(BBA '91); Deanie Parker (MPA '88); Corey Pettigrew (BSEd '00, BA '01, MA '05); Jim Strickland (BBA '86, JD '89); Diane Vescovo (JD '80)
Advisors to the Executive Director: Rick Boals (BA '72); John Lawrence (BS '70); Robert Wright (BS '77)
National Executive Advisory Group Chairs: Barbara Mayo - Chair, Parents Club; Morgan Mayo (BSD '02) - Chair, Young Alumni Committee
Club and Chapter Presidents: Arts & Sciences: Melissa Buchner (BPS '89, MA '92); AUSP: Katie Jolly (MA '05); Band: Jeremy Stinson (BA
'02, MAT '05); Business & Economics: Juloy Raymer (BBA '98); Education: Michelle Stanfill (BSEd '01); Engineering: Kathryn Hicks Simpson
(BSEE '99); Fraternity Alumni Advisory Council: Mike Williams (BA '69, JD '73); Half Century Club: J.B. "Pappy" Latimer (BS '52); IMBA: Aymeric
Martinoia (IMBA '04); Journalism: Mark Thompson (BA '82); Law: Gary K. Smith (JD '73); Luther C. McClellan: Alicia Golston (BA '05, MA '07);
Music Society: Tommie Pardue (BSD '68, MM '71); Nursing: Jessica Edwards (BSN '02); Student Ambassador Board: Jessica Sullivan (Pursuing
BA); Theatre and Dance: Josie Helming (BFA '67); University College: Dottie Spikner (BPS '95); Nashville Law: Todd Presnell (JD '95)
Out of Town Groups: Atlanta (Don Sparkman - BSEE '87); New England/Boston (Bob Canfield - BBA '59); Charlotte (John R. Braford, III EMBA '00); Chicago (Jeniene Wiseman - BSM '03); Dallas (Gary Crooms '81); Eastern Pennsylvania (Connor Morganti - BA '96); Houston
(Robert Stephens - BSEE '90); Germantown (Ann Harbor - BA '73, MS '89); Jackson, MS; Jackson, TN; Lower Alabama (Robert Murphree BBA '76); Millington, TN (Bethany K. Huffman - BBA '90); Nashville (Mike Dodd - JD '01); New Orleans/Baton Rouge (Steven McCullar - BA
'97); New York/New Jersey; Orlando (Katie Schwie Perrine - BA '00) St. Louis (Dennis Breakstone - BBA '92); Tampa (Bob Riggins - BBA
'70, MS '80); Washington D.C. (Terry Rhea - BA '00)
Alumni Staff: Executive Director of the U of M Alumni Association and Director of Alumni and Constituent Relations: Tammy Hedges; Alumni
Coordinators: Lauren Isaacman (BA '01, MA '05), Kelly Davis (MS '05) and Paula Espy

By 2012, the University of Memphis expects to be recognized as
one of America's leading research institutions. An important part of
that plan is having a vibrant alumni association. I invite all alumni and
friends of the University to make our vision reality by joining YOUR
University of Memphis Alumni Association today.
You can join by calling 901/678-ALUM or online at www.memphis.
edu/alumni.

THE UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS

ALUMNI

TM

A S S O C I A T I O N

Alumni Administrative Staff: Gwen Cook (pursing BA), Lyndsi Potts (BFA '07), Hannah Newsom and Diana Thompson
Advancing, connecting and engaging the University of Memphis family.

901 /678-ALUM www.memphis.edu/alumni
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